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C harlene: Well, we've been to court. One 
guy who got in. We asked him to leave 
gently. He wouldn't So the police escorted 
mm out. When we got to court the judge 
inlormed him he was trespassing because 
we are a chartered private club. 
Impact: What's the best thing about being 
a bar owner? 
Charlene: What I think is absolutely 
marvelous, probably the most wonderful 

g In  5  years even if 1 close the bar 
tomorrow, for 5 years only gay people 
nave paid the rent on this place and every 
bill. I'm one of those people who absolute
ly refuses to borrow money. It's gay peo
ple. Gay people are everything. 
Impact: Women's bars don't have "back 
[°°ms" m the sense that men's bar's do. 
Do you think women should have this op
tion? F 

Charlene: What I'm going to say and it's 
probably very important to me that you 
not mess up a word and I'm not sure how 
to say it. At my age, at 42 it's hard for me 
to think or decide or to read what today's 
20-vear-olds would enjoy. From what I 
see, No. I think it would bring added heat 
to a bar. It would mean a lot more pro
blems. I think it will eventually become a 
reality and I find that sad. I sec the changes 
tht have occurred in 14 years and I thfnk 
the back room can't be far behind. 
Impact: What do you think of the 18 to 
say 23 year olds today? 
Charlene: I think they are physically more 
attractive. Intellectually, they are heads 
above our group. But because they don't 
know that it wasn't easy to get this far 
they seem to take a lot for granted. 
Impact: lf it came to a political crisis, 
would they fight or run? 
Charlene: I don't think you could make 
these kids go home. I think there'd be 

another Stonewall. I find kids of today 
have a little bit harder time with identities. 
You go through a period in your life when 
everything is waste. Everybody goes 
through a period when they say, "Hey, 
I m fuekin up bad, but it don't matter. 
There ain't nothing better to do so I'm 
gonna fuck up. And that's okay, so I'm 
fucked up." But then you get to be about 
21 and you say, "Hey! I'd better get my 
shit together!" 
Impact: How do you account for the 
cancellation of Gay Fests '82 and '83? 
Charlene: Apathy. 
Impact: Whose apathy? 
Charlene: The whole community. And it's 
nobody's fault 'cause I figure if this is a 
dead dog, let's let it lie. 
Impact: Do you think a celebration of 
Stonewall is important? 
Charlene: Yes. That is why we're having 
one here. Of course I do. 
Impact: But that's not the same as the 
unified gathering. 
C harlene: I think everyone is going their 
own way now. I think there's no more 
family. 
Impact: No more gay family? 
Charlene: I don't see it. 
Impact: Can't there be a democratic way 
to get the gay community together again 
for just a two-day party? 
Charlene: Maybe if gays realized that local 
gay issues are just as important as other 
political issues because this [Gay Fest] is a 
show of pride, a show of unity, of cir
cumstances, of talent, of strength and 
heart and every beautiful thing you can sav 
• • .when they don't care...and 1 do 
beheve they really care; they just know if 
they don't doit, someone will. I just feel I 
don't have the energy anymore. 
Impact: Do you perceive any particular 

reats to the Gay community in New 
Orleans? Does a Jerry Falwell somewhere 
have us in his sights? 

( harlene: There's a Jerry Falwell every 
place. The thing that concerns me is that 
during bad times they always turn on 
minorities. But they can no longer do it to 
Blacks, to Espanol, to Germans, to Jews 
or Vietnamese. They would have to 
•start... I mean, we seem to be low man on 
the totem pole. And God forbid we should 
ever go back to those days! It's just so im
portant we don't lose any political footing 
we've gained over the past few years. 
Impact: What have we gained? 
Charlene: People like Mike Early and Mr 
Boissiere drop into the bar and say, "Hey, 
Charlene, How's business?" Or Jim 
Brown bringin' in all those titled women 
from Baton Rouge to meet gay people. He 
wanted to show them the other side of 
what they'd been hearing and say 

You've been hearing garbage. I'm show-
mg you the other side, what gay people 
really are. To know people like that have 

confidence in you. Their respect... 
Impact: Do you think what we've gained 
in 14 years we will lose in 7? 
Charlene: I just don't see family anymore. 
It's kinda like everybody has somebody in 
their family who keeps the family together. 
It's usually grandmother. We all go to 
grandmother's and everybody will be 
there. Then grandmother dies, and you see 
all these offshoots. And pretty soon you 
don t know your own nieces and nephews. 
• u °n, 'y t ime 1  see  gaY P^ple care now 
J5 when they're threatened personally. As 
long as it's affecting the other guy, they're 
not concerned. Whereas before, if one 
person went, to jail there'd be 80 of us up 
"h^ha^miing trying to get him out. 

ADVERTISE 

URBAN 
FATIGUES 

624 Dumaine 

NOW OPEN 
11 a.m.—7 p.m. 

BASIC CLOTHING 
Tank Tops T-shirts 

Shorts 
Sweats, etc. 

SOUTHERN FLOORS 
Located in the French Quarter 

Complete Installation of 
* Ceramic • Quarry • 

• Linoleum Tile • 

Complete Bathroom & Kitchen Remodeling 

Leland Williamson 
Tile Contractor 

524-8466 
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' the soiled dove saloon 
See What's Special this Month 

At the Soiled Dove! 
• May's Entertainment • 

* Line-up • 
Sun., May 1 
Fri., May 6 Tim Williams Band 
Sun., May 8 Lit' Queenie & Back Talk 
Fri., May 13 Lady Rae & her band 
Sun., May 15 Tim Williams 
Fri., May 20 Williams 
Sun., May 22 Colleen Porter 
Fri., May 27 Lady Rae & her band 
Sun., May 29 Tim Williams 

Tim Williams 
Every Wed. 8:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m. 

John Magnie at the Piano 

Don't miss the big Baseball Game 
T.W. Band vs. the Dove 

Sat., May 14th, Noon, City Park 
Diamond #8 - Marconi Dr. 

****** * * * * Jf: % 5}- % 5j< Jj; 
Congratulations Tim for a great 

performance at the Jazz Fest 
Friday's Knlertainmenl 10 p.m. - 2 a.m. 

Sunday's Entertainment 6 p.m. - 10 p.m. 
S3 Cover 

Happy Hour 
Mon. - Thurs. 

4-7 p.m. 

308 Worth Rampart 
525'H53 open every day 2 p.m.-2 a.m. 

Maintaining the Same New Orleans Tradition 

The Coffee Pot 
Restaurant 

714 Rue St. Peter 
523-8215 

Come and enjoy a New Orleans tradition 
at both restaurants while in 
'the city that care forgot!" i t .  
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MAKE EVERY SUNDAY 
AS SPECIAL AS 
MOTHER'S DAY 
AT.. .  
the 
BLEU 

a 

1 

restaurant 

Enjoy our tropical patio filled 
with exotic birds and lush 
foliage to enhance your 

dining experience. 

Mother's Day Hours: 
12 noon to 11:00 p.m. 

1119  Decatur  
Reservations Suggested 

All Major Credit Cards Accepted 

529-4595 


