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Whl_lg most of the U.S. revels in economic prosperity
Louisiana is in financial peril. Legislators are slashmg'
funplmg to state services, leaving thousands of HIV
patients in life-and-death limbo

by GIP PLASTER

Services for people with HIV/AIDS in
Louisiana are in jeopardy as statewide budget
cuts threaten the crucial charity hospital system
Budget cuts could be especially devastating to
the more than 3300 active patients—1,900 of
whom are indigent—who depend upon the
HIV outpatient clinic at the Medical Center of
Louisiana in New Orleans.

The HIV clinic, known locally as “HOP clin-
ic,” sees more than 5,000 HIV patients a year,
many of whom travel from across Louisiana
seeking treatments and medications offered
only in New Orleans. Staff also provide 20,000
home visits each year, according to medical
center statistics.

More than half of the state’s 12,000 HIV
patients reside in the New Orleans metropoli
tan area.

For weels the Louisiana Lestslature has
wrangled over how 1o deal with a budget defict
that exceeds SN0 mullior A rvma e Duonated
!‘U\fgi'! slashing has beer proposedt to all stale
agencies, including health-care providers ke
the nine statewide chanty e mgtLals

Unless the Senate and House pass tases ©
generate revenues that wall efimenate the budg
et deficrt, there wall be mupor cuts i servioes and
some hospitals or clinses will be chosed, accond
ing to hospital system officials

The Legslature munt take action before its

session ends June 6, or call a special session

HOP clinic in trouble

There may be yet another twind o the shory
according to Noel Twilbeck, direcior of the e
Orleans AIDS Task Forcs

The state s egu rexd B makh orwe slale ol

> Continued on page M
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Elizabeth Toledo, a newly out
mom, takes NGLTF helm

Can someone out for
less than a year lead
one of the nation’s
oldest gay groups?

by LAURA BROWN

A lesbian mom who has been out less than a year
started June 1 as the new executive director of the
National Gay & Lesbian Task Force, the 27-year-old
group focused on state and local organizing.

But Elizabeth Toledo, 38, stresses that while she
may be new to lesbian issues personally, “I'm not new
to organizing on lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgen-
dered political issues.”

Toledo comes to NGLTF from the National

Organization for Women, where she has served as
“action vice president” since 1997. Toledo was elected
to a four-year term in July 1997 and is one of very few
elected NOW leaders to leave office early

Lesbian rights is among NOW's five main platform
issues, and during her tenure as vice president, Toledo
said she oversaw planning for last year’s Lesbian
Rights Summit, an event that drew a who's who of
activists from across the country.

Lesbian issues were also prominent when she
served as president of San Francisco NOW from 1991
1993 and president of California NOW from 1993-
1997, Toledo said.

“When you look at the skill set of someone who
needs to come together and build on the grassroots
movement, | have excellent credentials,” she said. “l
got one of the best educations growing up at NOW on
how to respect and understand community building.”

> Continued on page 8
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WE'RE HERE TO STAY...WE'RE NOT GOING AwAYy. ™

LAMARQUE )33 CHRYSLER-PLYMOUTH

2226 CANAL ST. AT S. GALVEZ, NEW ORLEANS - .8.

www.lamargue.com * eMail: canal@lamarque.com
SALES HOURS: Monday-Friday: 8am-7pm « Saturday: 9am-6pm
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Jeep Grand
Cherokee

PT Cruiser 2001
Order one today!
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" DENISE DALY
Sales Counselor

MIKE CARNEY
Sales Manager
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Michael S.
Williams, DVM
1120 N. Rampart
504/523-4455

MEDICINE ®* SURGERY
BOARDING ® BATHING
HOUSE CALLS WELCOME

you are seriously ill, selling your life
insurance is an option to consider.

We have the experience
to get you the highest cash

settlement possible.

# Al types of policies may qualify p 10 B peccent of loce vole
*|ndividual Moy quolly ep to BOO Teals
*Group Semementy may be K Mee

e QU RO OPPNCOROn
* Some less than 2 years old — conver .
w0 Codl "{--;‘)\:‘-\f of iy himg

sions and guaranteed issue groups
*VGLI/SGLI/FEGL

¢ One of he cides ond mon

Inowledgechie hmy v our btldd

=t BENEFITS
. AMERICA

800-777-8878 * www.benefitsamerica.com « 404-233.5411
We give you solutions you can live with

Active Member- Viatical & Lile Setlemaent Associoton of Amerco Barabs Amar <o NA

20%—30% OFF

Lamp
and

Art Sale

Furniture ® Accessories

480 METAIRIE RD. ®* METAIRIE, LA * 504/828-5795

ASK FOR DAVID STREETS, DESIGNER
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Clean Car Care & Detaling

Serving Customers
Days A Week!!

_ Shampoo: $25
™ Handwash & Wax: $30
Inside Wipe-out,

Vacuum: $15
The Works: ($5 discout) $65

House Calls & Drop-Offs Available
Free Estimates

4212 Orleans Avenue * New Orleans, LA 70119
Beeper: (504) 540-8193 * Cel: (504) 442-7758
Gift Certificates Available  BONDED

] l ? t b e Look at all the exciting
benefits you will
receive with your
al" $25 Pride ticket:
® Reduced AstroWorld

admission June 10.

e Free BBQ luncheon

on June 10 in a private
= ] Pride picnic area

* Take PRIDE '
- . e m - Music provided by %04 KRBE
K m JOY o ® Admission to the

o - Showcase Theater for
g T*QAC.TIOH % surprise celebrity guest
x5 L Ge > g

entertainment.
Its more than B
Jjust a Six Flags
AstroWorld ticket!

Susan Coogle, Owner

@ Free pass for WaterWorld
on June 1. mMust pick up at the BBQ
MOMWC Sred on June 10

GET YOURTICKETS:

at Lobo, Basic Brothers,

through the PrideLine or online.

cHABE 4 PRIDE COMMITTEE
o U arcer OF HOUSTON

: — www.pridehouston.org

* Prideline 713-529.4979

YOUR@?ENSES 

WEEKEND GETAWAY PACKAGE

JoucH

Receive a complimentary Massage to help you
relax and unwind after a busy day of shopping
at the Grapevine Mills
and Bass Pro Shop.

A LiveJazz Brunch trio performs
on Sunday while you treat yourself

to a complimentary All-You-Can-Eat
menu of waffles and eggs cooked to

order, prime rib, honey-glazed
ham, peel-and-eat shrimp,
imported cheeses, salads, E A R

delectable desserts and more.

MELL

Sample the fragrant
bouquets of the
finest wines at a
local tasting room.
The Wine Tasting
will feature a
selection of area
vineyards and
popular brands.

S astr

Includes 2 Romantic
Dinner for 2

at the renowned
Meritage Grille, named
one of the world’s best
restaurants for wine
connoisseurs by Wine
Spectator magazine.

Ask about some of the
various seasonal
Art Exhibits at the
Kimbell Art Museum

@DE £ and Dallas

Museum

CALL1-817-481-8444
for reservations

- 1800 Highway 26E Grapevine, Texas
*Based on do s
on double occu.,ar y. Call for more details

. Gift cards are also available.
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by ROSS SNEYD

Civil unions reqmre some creativity

how to create outward

munity amon

» RAY and lesbhiar

MONTPELIER, Vt. (AP)—"And now mitment,” said Marv H \,‘-. v :
by the powers vested in me by the state of peace in e g ’ --
Vermont, | pronounce you What? female r ! : b
Partners? Together as one? Joined as fami haven at leve i
ly? As st be p

Unlike marriage, there’s no common  judges, justices of the peace °
syntax for the new world of same-sex civil the cl ergy, so, t
unions. Because the couples are twomen or  be “certified
two women, the old tried-and-true “man But there ar "
and woman” or “husband and wife unions law says only ths .-
phrases don’t quite make it. must be certified. Thers

Vermont's justices of the peace and cou- state statute that must be

ples entering civil unions are crafting their marriage, either

own conventions and rituals for this prac Just like there
tice that currently has no rulebook, few tra magic words,” said ta
ditions, and no other state models to fol- M: 1\r‘k‘ wit We pronounce v
low. wife, husband and wife,” they're
There has been a lot of discussion, both up You don’t find them in statuts
lighthearted and serious, about how to [raining sessions have bes
conduct a ceremony. justices by the secretary of state

“There’s so much creativity in our com recent

Goin’ to Vermont,
gonna get C.U.’

Vermont's civil union law goes into effect July 1, with
tax and insurance sections taking effect Jan. 1, 2001. You
do not have to be a resident of Vermont to contract a civil
union, although you must be a resident to get a “dissolu
tion” of your civil union in the Vermont courts

Be advised that Louisiana does not recognize sam
sex marriages; it has not decided if civil unions will be
recognized.

Requirements ¢ Vermont law establishes require
ments for parties to a civil union that parallel the state’s
marriage laws. To enter into a civil union, both parties
must:

* be 18 or older and mentally competent

e notbea party to another civil union or marriage;

» be of the same-sex;

* not be closely related: The law says you may not
enter a civil union with your parent, grandparent, child
grandchild, sibling, niece, nephew, uncle or aunt

Step-by-step

« First, you must obtain a civil union license from a
town clerk in Vermont, for a $20 fee. All town clerks
must issue the licenses, or if they have strong religious
objections, appoint a designee to issue the license

* Vermont couples must get the license from the
derk in the town where they live. OQut-of-state couples
can get their licenses from any town ¢ lerk. To locate the
!uwﬁ clerk, check the phone directory for the town you
plan to visit

 After you have the license, your civil u
be certified by a judge, justice of the peace or clergy with
in mdav\,nr'it expires. A member of the clergy who does
not live in Vermont can come to Vermont to certily 3
civil union, as long as the clergy member first ob

non must

1is

special authorization from the probate court in the di
trict where the union is to be certified
« A listing of local judges and justices of the peact

can be obtained from the town clerk, or by
Vermont Secretary of State’s office at 802-828
those who like to plan ahead, lists can be obtaines
phone requests in advance of your visit. The .‘1-. .
State’s office recommends contacting town clerks for the
most up-to-date information. :

» The person who certifies your av il union then has
10 days to file the signed certificate w ith the town dlerk
that issued the license. You can obtain a certified copy of
your civil union certificate for $7

weeks because it is almost
tioned that it will be to them tha
primary responsibility for perfor
ing civil unions ceremonies |
That's because there ar

gious faiths that bless
unions and so there won't be |
clergy members willing or able

certifty civil unions on behalf of the

state

Justices of the peace havi
ful of responsil 5
law. Most have to do w
elections

A town's justices—ther

few as five in small towns and

many as 15 in larger communitic

sit as the board of civil authority to
certify voter checklists or to hear tax

appeals
They also have the opho 1 of olh
edding cer
g July 1, they’ll

the authority to officiate at

unons

The one catch is if they
thev'll have to do both, and
enough to prompt some justice
1|].l the DusIne
they oppose the i
Experts wi e guidi
through the new respor b

such as lawyer and lormer

Secretarvy of State Paul Gilli

that's fine, so ¢
criminate
Under Ver i !
s, I tices pe t
for heterosexual
may not refuse to peri

UNIoONSs Ceremonies Just DeCaus t

couples are homosexuai

‘A -::[‘ir (justices) have tned |
debate the law, but it doesn’t
pecause it 1S U iavy L [}

Som

i that they'r

wora Pt
at civil unions ceremonies

[ feel they deserve

has officiated at two weddi

the law, and I'm comfortable with

[ have a lot of gay friends

The three Vermoat couples wha seciers bullly
sued for civil omioms mow foxe The herd pert

o1gOMm g O (e emony
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ATOLOGYY

545 Jisit

General Medicine
Acne, Moles, Eczema,
Allergies, Psoriasis, Cosmetic
Procedures, Biopsies, Hair
Transplants, Spider Veins,
Genital Warts, Chemical Peels

Marcus E. Ward, M.D.

DERMATO LO G

CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT
210 Baronne Street, Suite 1343

525-3355

el

' STATSCRIPT Pharmacy -
HIV/AIDS Specialists For Life

One source for all your medication needs
HIV/AIDS certified pharmacists
Coordination and filing of insurance benefits
Nutrition services available

Private one-on-one consultation

Convenience of confidential home delivery

..........

' Lloyd Adams, RPh
14427 S. Robertson St.
'New Orleans, LA e H
(504) 891-1228 EEE

™7

——— e 2

Near Memorial Medical Center’s Uptown Campus!
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Around the Nation

io adds spice to NY Senate race 5
Laz\lg.\ YORK T_?P \—Advocates for abortion, gay rights and gun control dldn thave much to
say about the Senate race between Hillary Rodham Clinton and Rudolph Giuliani. Both candi-

ites p nuch agreed on those issues.

ddtt;\}):: [:;mrtt ilijep I;j-ck Lazio has replaced the New York mayor as the GOP candidgte, voters
have a starker choice. Lazio does not share Clinton’s unequivocal support for abortion rights,
increased penalties for gay bias attacks, or gun licensing. ; .

,\h-am?hile, gay r?ghts advocates are disappointed with Lazio. The Human Rights
Campaign, a gay advocacy group in Washington, gave Lazio a rating of 18 out of 100 last year,
down sharply from a rating of 50 in 1998. While neither Clinton nor Giuliani had a voting record
to compare, both had “been supportive of some core issues o.n_the Iesblantgay agenda: compre-
hensive civil rights protection, domestic partnership, recognition of the rights of gays to serve
openly in the military, and support of hate-crimes legislation,” said Tim Swee_nelg'( of the Empire
State Pride Agenda. “That is no longer the case with the entrance of Rep. Lazio.” .

Clinton was in New Orleans May 24 for a private, $1,000-per person fund-raiser that raised
more than $100,000.

N.J. congressman acts to ban gays from foreign adoptions
WASHINGTON—A New Jersey Republican congressman —

is trying to ban international adoption by gay men and lesbians,
the Newark Star-Ledger reported May 18. An international
adoption treaty, the Hague Convention on Intercountry
Adoption is designed to simplify and professionalize the over-
seas adoption process. But Rep. Chris Smith says that an
“alarming trend” of increasing numbers of gay couples going
overseas to adopt children, needs to be curtailed. “Vulnerable
children need households that don’t practice that kind of
lifestyle,” said Smith, who is seeking a House vote on his ‘<
amendment to the treaty’s implementing legislation. Several  nyuinarchle children need
congressional aides on both sides of the aisle said anonymous-  poucoholds that don’t prac-

ly that Smith's amendmept adds a controversial issue toa treaty g0 that kind of lifestyle.'—
that was expected to receive speedy approval. Maureen Hogan, .
director of Adopt America Advocates, said Smith has been

unwilling to discuss the issue with representatives of adoption

groups, and has taken a stance she described as “irresponsible.”

.

N.J. Congressman Chris
Smith, on the ‘alarming
trend” of gay couples adopt-
ing children overseas

Air Force seeks recoupment from psychiatrist who came out
SAN FRANCISCO—An Air Force psychiatrist who came out in 1997 is facing a demand
from the military that he repay $71,000 in tuition, the San Francisco Examiner reported May 19. “1
felt it was very important from a psychological standpoint to be open about my personal life to
co-workers,” said psychiatrist John Hensala, 35, who came out when he started practicing in
1995, and was honorably discharged in 1997. Now, the Air Force is trying to recoup tuition
money from him, and Hensala sued the Air Force in federal court May 18, asking for a ruling
that he does not have to repay the funds. Steve Collier, Hensala's attorney, says that the Air Force
can attempt recoupment of funds under the law only if his client had committed misconduct,

refused to serve, engaged in homosexual acts, or made his coming-out statement in an effort to
escape service.

Appeals court says Yeshiva can bar live-in lovers from school
NEW YORK (AP)—An appeals court in Manhattan has ruled unanimously that Yeshiva
University can bar a lesbian medical student’s lover from living with her in school-subsidized
housing. The court upheld a lower court ruling that Yeshiva’s policy—which provides housing
to students, their spouses and dependent children at below-market rates—violates no city or
state laws. The suit was filed by Sara Levin, 28, of San Francisco, a fourth-year student at
Yeshiva's Albert Einstein College of Medicine. She said the school discriminated illegally by not
allowing her domestic partner to live with her. The court pointed out that the university does
not let unmarried heterosexual students live with their lovers in school housing either, and

rejected the argument that the housing policy discriminates on the basis of marital status and
sexual orientation, because lesbians can’t marry each other.

Gay teens march for fired staffers who facilitated sex talk

BOSTON (AP)—Several thousand.gay teens marched in a peace rally May 20, wearing black
armbands to show support for two Department of Education staffers who lost their jobs May 19
for running a workshop for gay teens that turned into a graphic talk about sex. The workshop,
held last March at Tufts University, was secretly taped by the Parents Rights Coalition. It was
sponsored by the Gay Lesbian Straight Education Network, but also included two members of
the state Depart.'ment of Education’s HIV/AIDS awareness program. It started as a question-
and-answer period but rapidly turned graphic, detailed and what many have termed inappro-
priate for the attendees, who ranged in age from 1421, including a discussion of sexual posi-
tions, whether or not to use condoms and how to have oral sex. Gay & Lesbian Advocates and
Eifendersdw&n an emergency restraining order on May 17 barring distribution of the tapes on
: g%un ds they violated state wiretap laws. The controversy has threatened legislative support

or 51.5 million in Gov. Paul Celucci’s budget aimed at supporting gay and lesbian teens.

—From staff and wire reports
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Around the South

Commander at Army post where
gay solider was killed set to go

FORT CAMPBELL, Ky. (AP)—Maj. Gen. Robert T. Clark will leave his position
as commanding general of the 101st Airborne Division and of Fort Campbell in
June, the Army announced. Clark was in charge of Fort Campbell, the base where
Pfc. Barry Winchell was murdered last summer. The Army called the change in
command routine, pointing out that Clark has been on the job two years, the typi-
cal tenure for a post commander. But the fact that Clark will receive neither a third
star nor an immediate promotion may signal that the upcoming report from the
Army Inspector General on the command climate at Fort Campbell may not be
favorable. “This raises a concern that Army leaders may be intending to shield Maj.
Gen. Clark rather than holding him accountable for the widespread anti-gay
harassment permitted under his watch,” said Michelle Benecke, co-director of the
Servicemembers Legal Defense Network. That report will be released the week
after Clark’s departure, which is scheduled for June 9. Any increase in rank for
Clark would have to be approved by the U.S. Senate, which would create an oppor-
tunity for Democratic senators to hold hearings on Winchell’s death, the
Washington Post reported May 22.

King widow, gay assistant cited but
not prosecuted for jury flap

ATLANTA—A Georgia Bureau of Investigation released recently decided
against prosecution for Coretta Scott King, Lynn Cothren, her openly gay special
assistant, and others, for a confrontation in a courtroom hallway with jurors con-
sidering charges against the son of civil rights leader Ralph David Abernathy.
Details of the investigation were reported by the Atlanta Journal-Constitution .
King, Cothren and Rev. Al Sharpton were among a group that blocked a hallway as
jurors retired during the corruption trial of former state Sen. Ralph David
Abernathy Jr. According to the report, King and her entourage showed up outside
the ninth-floor courtroom and refused to allow the jury to leave until a guard
pleaded with them. But when the jury was walked down to the eighth floor to catch
an elevator, King and her entourage again materialized, this time in the elevator.
Guards asked them to stay on the elevator because “we have the jury here.” But
Cothren, a longtime gay rights leader, told the guard, “This is a public building,”
and instructed the guard to get out of the way. Cothren, who is also a board mem-
ber of the National Gay & Lesbian Task Force, later insisted he hadn’t heard the
guard mention anything about the jury, and the King party didn't realize it was the
jury they were walking past. The report concluded that criminal charges could be
filed against the entourage but recommended against it. Abernathy was convicted
in the January trial and sentenced to four years in prison.

Investigation into Texas murder leads

to gay papers’ personal ads _ '

DALLAS—Investigators affiliated with the National Park_Servlce-are‘ poring
over personal ads in three Texas gay publications as part of their investigation into
the murder of a man whose body was found nearly two months ago in Big Bend
National Park, the Dallas Voice reported. Supervisory Park Ranger Cary F. Brown
said that Shannon Roberts, 43, was a fourth-year medical student in San Anton‘m.
Investigators have requested copies of personals ads published in the Dallas Voice,
This Week in Texas and the Texas Triangle for a four-month period beginning last
November. Roberts” body was found in the West Texas park March 31 ffte!' he had
been reported missing from his home earlier that month. Roberts had “a history of
using personal ads to find other gay men,” and his death could harve been a kind of
“pick-up crime,” Brown said. Investigators do not believe Roberts’ death was a hate
crime.

Bob Jones tells grads to ‘walk the Bible line,’

avoid 'heathenism’ : _

OXFORD, Ala. (AP)—In a graduation speech, the pres1ldent of Bob Jones
University assailed President Clinton’s positions on gay civil rights, telling gmdu'—l
ates from Trinity Christian Academy that they should “’wal_k the l_31bl(~ lmv.l
University President Bob Jones III spoke May 21 at the Baptist-affiliated school aTar:
ing that the morality of political leaders can be judged_ by the laws they make ‘.
laws of this land are increasingly promoting heathenism Ir!oralu!y is more 1¢?p:)r|
tant than issues of education, economics and world view, Jon_es said. The_ a;lhm
had a dozen graduates and about 200 people at the church service. Jones said e 1:~
wyery concerned” about Clinton’s efforts to make anti-gay statements a hate i..Tlirﬂt.’
“What would we do?” Jones asked. “We’d go to jail for p_reach:“ng the word ot}(u:L
We'd be criminals.” On the doctrine of other denominations: I behe\'f more peo-
ple are going to hell through church doors than through tavern doors.

—From staff and wire reports

. being gay shouldn’t

Modmro.md molllmm plans cover our programs

When you have
issues to deal with,

Are you a Whosoever?

Did you go to Sunday School as a child?
Do you remember this.....

“For God so loved the world that He gave
His only begotten Son; that WHOSOEVER believes in Him
will not perish but have everlasting life.” John 3:16

You are a Whosoever to God...no matter who you are
no matter where you are....He loves you just the way you are

Come to church this Sunday at:

Grace Fellowship

in Christ Jesus
3151 Dauphine St
New Orleans, LA 70117

- [ Abundant Grace

Christian Fellowship
2100 N. Hwy. 190
Covington, LA 704113

S04-871-9527
504-944-9836 Sunday Worship: 1000 AM
E-Mail: GF5fold@aol.com \;‘rd’”:n gibde Study
Sunday Worship: 11:00 AM l = 00 PM

Wednesday Bible Study:
7:00 PM

Check out our website at: www.graceministry.net
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Lo Resid
Ja C/\esidence

New Orleans, Lousiana

E—

wautiful appointed one and two
apartments in an

U s Credle ¢ otlage

rt of your

th a queen size bed

wing nmoom

ts have full kitchens
undry facilities
1 easy parking

(S04) 8324131 or
1-800-826-9718 access code 11

laresad @bellsouth. net

MUMFREY'S
Pharmacy

1021 W. JuDGE PEREZ
CHALMETTE, LA 70043

279-6312

* Free Prescription Delivery

» Direct Billing to
Medicaid/Medicare

* Private Insurance &
Third-Party Payers

* Billing Assistance

 Competitive Pricing

» Confidential, Personal,

Professional Service

i g
in value and
customer service!

home/office
* We accept Medicaid/Medicare
and Insurance Assignments

IV Services:
(504) 394-9037

21
&D

21ST CENTURY
BIOTECHNOLOGY

You may be
practically immune
to HIV-1. Order our
simple at-home test
for $79.00 today.

Find Out.

Are you
Resistant
fo HIV-1?

Discover your DNA
with our fast &
affordable
Personal Genetic
Research Service.

(610) 497 - 3594

Go to www.2] CBiotech.com

Toledo takes NGLTF helm

> Continued from page 1

Toledo replaced veteran activist Kerry
Lobel, who stepped down as NGLTF exec-
utive director in April after three years.
Toledo was chosen for the job after a
search process that NGLTF leaders said
began with a list of more than 80 names of
potential candidates, and eventually
ended with unanimous approval from the
group’s staff and board of directors.

Jerry Clark, co-chair of the Task Force
board, said Toledo’s grassroots experience
with NOW and her ability to speak articu-
lately and extemporaneously “on issues
that face our community” were key points
in her favor. s

“The fact that she is a lesbian mother of
two, and also Latina, were also consid-
ered, although not decisive,” Clark said.
“Given that emphasis is so extensive now
on family issues in our community, we felt
that she would be a great person at this
particular time in the movement to take
on the iﬂb."

“It was a hard choice, only because we
had a lot of good candidates to choose
from,” said Atlanta activist Lynn Cothren,
an NGLTF board member who served on
the search committee with Clark.

Coming out at NOW

Born in California, Toledo was raised
in Tucson, Ariz., but returned to California
for college, stayed, and became a leader in
state and local NOW chapters.

Married in 1992, she moved to
Washington, D.C., in 1997 after being

. elected as NOW'’s action vice president.

At NOW, Toledo met Cindy Jordan, the
group’s then-field organizer for lesbian
rights. Last year, Toledo and her husband
divorced, and Jordan left NOW for a posi-
tion with the Human Rights Campaign.

Toledo and Jordan now live together in
Montgomery County, Md., where they are
raising Toledo’s two children: Mia, 4; and
Tomas, 3.

“Not a day goes by that I don’t worry
about what kind of homophobia they will
face because of my sexual orientation,”
Toledo said. “But I believe any challenges
will pale in comparison to the harm it
would do if they saw their mother grow-

ing up in a lie, hiding who I am and
unwilling to challenge the world.”

Toledo declined to offer much informa-
tion about her marriage, saying she wants
her children to have a good relationship
with their father and not read about their
parents’ problems in the press.

“1 will say that we had a very nontra-
ditional marriage, and for the bulk of the
marriage we didn’t even live in the same
city,” she said.

As for her sexual orientation, “there
are people who say they have known from
a young age, and I wouldn’t put myself in
that category, but I do think I could have
come to this reality earlier,” Toledo said.

“| don't spend a lot of time

on regret, but if | did, one
thing | would focus on is that |
didn't have the vision or
courage or strength [to come
out sooner],” Toledo said.

While right-wing groups could latch
onto her story as proof that feminist
activism causes women to become les-
bians, Toledo dismisses the idea.

“Anybody who thinks you can recruit
someone into their sexuality has really
missed any type of understanding about
it,” she said.

Facing the critics

Despite praise from the NGLTF board,
Toledo’s selection as the group’s new
executive director has its share of critics
among both gays and feminists.

Some have wondered whether some-
one out for such a short time is prepared
to head one of the nation’s oldest gay
groups.

“Anyone who's been out less than a
year is in gay diapers, is wearing gay
training wheels,” wrote columnist Rex
Wockner. “Heading up NGLTF when you
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came out less than a year ago is like get-
ting appointed to the Supreme Court
while you're still in law school.”

But both Toledo and NGLTF board
members insisted she is prepared for the
task.

The “compassion and energy” of some-
one who has just come out can be “tapped
and utilized,” Cothren said, while Toledo
said she hopes to be an inspiration to oth-
ers living in the closet.

“I dont spend a lot of time on regret,
but if I did, one thing I would focus on is
that I didn’t have the vision or courage or
strength [to come out sooner],” she said.

“One of the challenges of our move-
ment is to create an environment where
more people can come out earlier, and
that’s one thing I hope to have a great
impact on.”

Wockner also questioned NGLTF's
decision to appoint its sixth consecutive
lesbian feminist executive director.

“What are the odds that six times in a
row the best applicant was a female?” he
asked.

Clark said one man was among the
final three candidates brought in to inter-
view with the entire board and staff, but
Toledo proved the best choice, regardless
of gender.

Meanwhile, as Toledo prepares to leave
NOW, leaders offered nothing but praise.

“I certainly regret her leaving,” current
NOW President Patricia Ireland told the
Washington Blade. “but I understand
completely that, professionally as well as
personally, it’s an opportunity for her to
help build the grassroots strength of a
movement we all care about.”

However, one longtime NOW activist,
who spoke to IMPACT News on the condi-
tion that her name not be used, said she
and other members were upset that Toledo
was leaving before the end of her elected
term as vice president, and when she was
already working to become president.

“This a crucial time for feminists,” the
activist said, citing the upcoming presi-
dential election. “I'd rather NOW's leader-
ship focus on who will appoint Supreme
Court justices, not who will replace
Elizabeth.”

Toledo called leaving NOW “the hard-
est career decision that I've ever made,”
but said the job at NGLTF—which doesn't

require an election, and isn’t a term with a
time limit, like the NOW presidency—was
a chance she couldn’t pass up '

“This opportunity presented itself very
quickly, and 1 made a decision that |
believe is right for me,” she said. “I've
worked many years of my life for NOW

The future of NGLTF

Under Kerry Lobel’s leadership
NGLTF declined to endorse the recent
Millennium March on Washington, which
had been dogged by criticism that too few
grassroots activists and people of color
were involved in planning—criticism
Lobel cited when she publicly withdrew
from the MMOW board last year.

But Toledo served on the MMOW
board representing NOW, and less than
two weeks after the announcement that
she would take the helm at NGLTF, she
addressed the crowd from the march
stage.

“I think the right position to take on the
march is to celebrate the great action that
happened, and learn from some of the
missteps,” Toledo told IMPACT.

Her goal at NGLTF will not be drastic
change, Toledo said, but to “build on the
momentum Kerry Lobel has been creating,

“I also think I have the unique oppor-
tunity to move the movement to be more
diverse,” she added. “As a Chicana, I
don’t see a lot of other faces that look like
mine being very active in the movement.”

In the controversy surrounding the
Millennium March, NGLTF was frequent-
ly used as an example of grassroots, local
organizing, while the Human Rights
Campaign—with its focus on federal-level
work and key role in planning the
march—was seen as the other end of the
spectrum of gay activism.

Though debate has pitted the two
groups against each other, Toledo said she
supports HRC. In addition to the job her
partner has there, Toledo and her children
recently posed for an HRC catalog.

Both Toledo and Elizabeth Birch, HRC
executive director, said they look forward
to working together.

“Elizabeth Toledo is a wonderful per-
son, and I can't tell you how thrilled we
are that she has taken the helm at NGLTE"
Birch said. “She’s a wonderful, wonderful
choice.”

“1 think we all understand who the real
enemy is,” said Toledo, citing the “God
Hates Fags” protesters who dogged events
at the Millennium March.

“ At the same time, ... | believe there is
a good and healthy place in the movement
for debate and discussion. ... And I expect
that [Elizabeth Birch] and I will have those
debates fully and passionately,” she said
“That is actually a sign of a vibrant and
healthy movement.”
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EDITORIAL

by MELINDA
SHELTON

“Only in New

Orleans.” Typically that line is used in jest, a

good-humored reference to a city that

embraces its decadence, colorful politics,

and its extraordinary people and their joie de
1ore

There are times, however, when those of
us who live here experience something that
leaves us exasperated, shaking our heads in
‘-\U!‘.d‘l'l’

New Orleans’ Gay Pride can be one of
those exasperating experiences.

For a little perspective, consider this:
June is Gay Pride Month. Millions of LGBT
community members and our supporters
take to the streets and parks in an amazing
show of unity and pride

This doesn’t mean Pride should be cele-
brated only in June. Some communities,
particularly those where summer heat can
be problematic, schedule Pride events in
other months. The New Orleans Alliance of
Pride board moved our celebration to
September or October in hopes of attracting
more people and avoiding searing tempera-
tures.

When a Pride festival is held doesn’t
really matter. What counts is community
support and unselfish involvement. :

Here in New Orleans there seems to be a
recurring problem in getting our sizable
LGBT population involved in PrideFest. For
more than 20 years, local Pride festivals
have come and gone in fits and starts; com-
mittees have worked together and pro-
duced fine events, while others have self-
destructed or threw in the towel when there
wasn’t enough support. Even Mother
Nature has canceled a PrideFest.

Yet more trouble is brewing

IMPACT News recently received a letter
from Alliance of Pride board co-chairs Linda
Hubble and Joey LeBlanc. The pair said they
resigned, effective May 13, “for personal

reasons

Last August, just weeks from PrideFest
‘99 board co-chair Mike Barrington
resigned, also citing personal reasons.
Remaining co-chair Sonny Cleveland and a
determined committee dug in their heels
and managed to pull off a respectable two-
day affair in late-September.

"Cleveland's two-year tenure ended, and
health problems have prevented him from
participating in the planning of PrideFest
2000.

After a session of musical chairs, a com-
mittee with a combination of veterans and
newcomers met in February and elected
Hubble and LeBlanc—both experienced
organizers—as co-chairs.

But during a period when members
should have taken their various assign-
ments seriously, apparently in-fighting, dis-
respectful behavior and lack of follow-
through took hold.

Last week, Hubble told IMPACT News
that on several occasions other committee
members yelled at her. She specifically said
yelled, not “raised their voices in spirited
disagreement.”

“I'm not anyone’s whipping girl,” she
said. “I volunteered for this because I
believe in Pride and I want it to be a success
here. But I'm not going to sit back and take
abuse.”

LeBlanc also said he felt some commit-
tee members were disrespectful toward
Hubble, “and I wasn't going to let that hap-
pen. Yelling at someone isn’t the right way
to do business.”

Obviously it was more than a few
yelling sessions that led to their resigna-
tions, they said. Both cited back-biting, con-
stant references to past planning and execu-
tion mistakes, and lack of follow-through on
assignments, as continuous problems.

Hubble first volunteered for PrideFest in
‘95, and joined the board in ‘96. At
Cleveland’s request, she served on last
year’s board as the vendor director.
Likewise, LeBlanc has served on past
boards and decided to re-up to help pro-

Can New Orleans PrideFest be saved?

duce this year’s event.

Fellow board members James Swire and
Ronny Laseur also resigned, Hubble said,
and others may follow. Currently, the board
consists of secretary Timm Holt, treasurer
Ron Wilcox, Crystal Little, Tiffany Raie
Button, Melissa Adderhold, Thomas
Franklin, Keith Oalmann, Rex Romans,
Allan Spach and Sherri Tucker.

Little and Holt told IMPACT News this
week that they felt the former co-chairs
made too many decisions without board
approval, and took disagreements too per-
sonally. They also accused Cleveland of
making crucial decisions, cash payments
and entering agreements—including an
“exclusive” gay media “sponsorship” with
his then-employer, Ambush—without board
approval.

“We didn’t want past problems to hap-
pen again, and they were,” Little said. “The
board is supposed to make decisions, not
the co-chairs.”

It is impossible to determine where the
absolute truth lies, because there’s some in
everyone’s perspective. However, in talking
with past and current board members, it’s
easy to discern one fact: New Orleans
PrideFestis in trouble now and in the past—
except when strong supporters rallied
together no matter what.

Blame for canceled events, poor atten-
dance or lack of sponsor support can not
and must not be placed on Pride boards,
present or past. Many volunteer boards
often are a mixture of work horses,
schmoozers, slackers and trouble-makers,
unless strong leaders surge to the forefront
and clean house.

Instead of trying to place blame or diss-
ing PrideFest and its organizers, it’s time for
the community to shake off the past, tell the
trouble-makers to take a hike, and become
problem-solvers.

The remaining board is determined to
make this year’s Pridefest happen Sept. 30
and Oct. 1. With only $2,000 in Pride’s cof-
fers, and more than $60,000 needed to pull
off an event similar to last year’s, the odds
seem insurmountable, however.

Should PrideFest 2000 be canceled? Is it
salvageable? Can enough fund-raisers and
sponsors generate the revenues needed?
V\f/;ll the board unite long enough to pull it
off?

IMPACT News will continue to support
PrideFest, despite its problems. We know
complainers and critics usually have self-
serving agendas, and they have no place in
this community event until their hearts are
in the right place. _

There is a slim chance to make PrideFest
happen this year. If not, the opportunity is
ripe for real change on the organizing level.
Getting involved is the key; criticizing and
doing nothing is worthless.

The Pride board meets Monday, June 5,
at 7:30 p.m. at the Lesbian and Gay
Community Center, 2114 Decatur. Meetings
are on alternating Mondays until PrideFest.
All meetings are open to the public. Timm
Holt (504-940-0377) and Crystal Little (504-
943-1999) say they’re open to suggestions
and help.
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by JENNIFER
VANASCO

The U. S. Supreme court doesn’t take
cases to resolve an injustice against a partic-
ular person, group or agency. It takes cases
because the justices want to prove a point.
Because they want to further define and
refine the law.

But sometimes the technical point they
make comes at the expense of the humans
involved—not only the people who actually
brought the case, but also the people who
may benefit from the law being scrutinized.

That’s what happened when the Court
struck down a central provision of the feder-
al Violence Against Women Act.

Now women'’s rights activists have
declared war—and we should join them.

The Violence Against Women Act,
passed by Congress in 1994, sought to fill the
gaps left in many state judiciary systems
concerning the protection of women.
(Though the law is gender-neutral, specify-
ing “persons,” let’s be realistic; systemic vio-
lence such as domestic violence mainly vic-
timizes women and, clearly, that is the pop-
ulation the law addresses.) Some of VAWA's
provisions were not at issue here; for
instance, $1.6 billion in federal funds was set
aside to support efforts such as rape preven-
tion programs and battered women'’s shel-
ters, and that remains constitutional.

But the most vital, controversial provi-
sion of VAWA is a civil rights remedy that
says all persons have the right to be free
from gender-motivated violence. Basically, it
allowed women to sue for damages in feder-
al court.

Most of us in the gay, lesbian, bisexual

The Mostly Unfabulous Social Life of Ethan Green...

VIEWPOINT

Need for Equal Rights Amendment exists

and transgender community support this
idea; some of us would say it doesn’t go far
enough. After all, much of our community’s
work revolves around the right to be free not
only of crimes motivated by gender (and, we
\\‘Ouid add, perceiv ed “,'_Vl‘ndl’r' but also
crimes motivated by real and perceived sex-
ual orientation.

Be that as it may, VAWA was an impor-
tant step in the right direction, echoing the
Civil Rights Act by starting to provide a con
stitutional baseline of equality for women
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Then why did the Court strike down that
crucial VAWA provision?

The reasons are a complicated lesson in
jurisprudence and a call-to-arms for civil
rights activists.

The act was tested in two ways: under
the Commerce Clause, which provides that
“The Congress....shall have Power to regu-
late Commerce.....among the Several States”;
and the Equal Protection Clause, which
guarantees that no State shall “deny to any
person within its jurisdiction the equal pro-
tection of the laws.”

The important thing to remember here is
that reasonable people can—and do—dis
agree (the decision was 5-4) over whether
VAWA falls cleanly under these mandates

To the la_\'pm:.son, putting civil rights
under the Commerce Clause may seem silly,
even though Congress spent several years
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Hillary C

by MARILYN
McCONNELL

-
/ ‘
On Wednesday, May

24, about 75 people gathered in a New
Ovbeans uptown home to see and hear Hillary
Clinton, the popular senatorial candidate
froen New York. The fund rassing -event, coor-
finated by Ray Reggie and hosted by Dr. john
and MM Bowen, raised an amazing $100,000
for the candidate. Seven HRC Federal Club
mesnbers, women who are also LAGPAC and
FFE members, attended. As a group without
full avil nghts, and as women whose right to
controd thewr bodies s in danger, it 1S impera-
tive that lesbians and gay men align them-
selves with candidates like Clinton who sup
worts human rights issues and freedom of
hosCe fOF Wormen

One of the organizers, a friendly Mayor
Mark Morial, was on hand. Clinton was per-
sorable, potsed and eloquent, and addressed
the crowd  from a massive oak staircase. She

]

spent much time shaking hands, posing for
photographs and greeting each guest. She

spoke of the importance of helping elect qual-
ified candidates to the US. Senate from all
states. She said that New York, “once you
leave Manhattan, has many of the same prob-
lems as in Louisiana.” Clinton had nothing
but praise for Louisiana Sens. Mary Landrieu
and John Breaux, and stated that she “cannot
wait to join them.” Breaux's wife, Lois;
Landrieu’s mother, Verna; and Mississippian
Mike Espy, former Secretary of Agriculture,
were in attendance.

Clinton was impressive with her adamant
support of public education and health care.
Clinton is not a one or two issue candidate.
She is a proponent of environmental responsi-
bility and works tirelessly for women, chil-
dren and health care issues. Her visibility on
these issues has not come lately. As wife of
the President of the United States, she
endeared herself to—and alienated a few as
well—politicians and citizens.

On an ironic note, I received a letter from
her now former opponent Rudolph Guiliani
asking me for a contribution and warning me
that Hillary Clinton is seeking the Senatorial

position as a step to the Presidency.

Women's sports

Basketball

-

June 5@

June 12 @ 7 p.m.: Utah @ Houston. ESPN

Cet ready for an exciting season in the WNBA.
Fortunately, 30 games will be televised over the sea-
son 50 have a party, get your friends together and
cheer your favorite teams. Two new expansion
teams, Miami and Indiana, were added this year
This season look for Tulane guard Grace l)dk)".md
La. Tech’s Betty Lennox with the Minnesota Lynx.

June 4 @ 11 am.: New York @ Washington. NBC
p-m.: Sacramento @ Orlando. ESPN
June 9 @ 6 p.m.: Sacramento @ New York. Lifetime
June 11 @& 2 p.m.: Los Angeles @ Sacramento. NBC

June 16 @ 6 p.m.: Detroit @ Cleveland. Lifetime
June 19 @ 6 p.m.: Detroit @ Washington. FSPN

Oh, Rudy, I do hope so!!!

PFLAG scholarships

In only 10 years, PFLAG has
come from presenting five scholar-
ships the first year to 30 $1,000
awards this year. It’s always a joy-
ous occasion when a student
receives positive reinforcement for
being lesbian or gay.

Richard Sacher, owner of
Aquatic Gardens, provided the
first $1,000 for the scholarship fund
over 10 years ago. Niki Kearby,
Betty Caldwell and Sandra Pailet
were instrumental in actually
implementing the scholarship pro-
cedure and getting the donors con-
nected to the recipients.
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You can make donations for scholarships
in memory or in honor of a loved one, for a
group, club or sports organization to: PFLAG
Scholarship Fund, PO. Box 15515, New

Orleans, La. 70175.
Entertainment

Thanks for the memories

Saturday, June 3, doors open at 6 p.m. at
Body and Soul, comer of Chartes and
Marigny streets. The Lloyd Alexander
Orchestra will feature favorite local vocalists.
This event will honor women who have
owned and managed lesbian bars over the
years in New Orleans. Remember The Other
Side, The Clinic, Kukies, Brady’s, Dixie's,
Pino’s, Grog, Charlene’s, Tonee’s Garage
(Ellen DeGeneres worked there), Galley
House, Tiger Lounge, Pinstripes and Lace,
Blue Odyssey and the Soiled Dove? What a
great opportunity to renew acquaintances,
dance to the big band sound and pay respects
to the women who provided a place for les-
bians to have fun, be safe and socialize. Great
Raffle prizes include a 25-inch color TV, week-
end for two in the French Quarter, and more.
Proceeds go to Buzzy’s Boys and Girls and
Belle Reve. Raffle tickets are $1 each or 6 for
$5. The $20 entry fee includes a raffle ticket
and the post-party at Presley’s Pub in
Metairie. Do not miss this historical trip down
memory lane!

2000 HRC dinner

Lesbian novelist Rita Mae Brown will be
the featured speaker at the Human Rights
Campaign;s annual New Orleans fund-rais-
ing dinner June 17. The event at the Sheraton
includes a silent auction with fabulous gifts,
dancing and entertainment. Tickets are $125
for the dinner and dance and $175 for a week-
end of events. For dinner tickets call 1-800-
494-TIXS.

If you see a cute VW bug around town

e

linton a hit in N.O.

with the yellow-on-blue HRC logo on the
door, it could be yours. Entire proceeds go to
HRC. Raffle tickets are $100. each, with only
200 tickets being sold. You cannot beat those
odds! Call Chuck LaCoste at Crescent City
Motors for information 827-1200.

Sue Martino of Blue Odyssey
and Shirley Pino of Pino’ig

Nikki Patterson and Sally Swetlik, owners
of “Soiled Dove”, 1981-1985

Joyce Zusona, writer /UNO faculty and *
2000 Scholarskip award winner Justin Tisdale
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@ We make lots of deeisions together.
But seme ehoiees | make for me.
That's why | use PROPECIA.

PROPECIA is the first and only FDA-approved pill proven to tre'at
male pattern hair loss on the vertex (top of the head) and anterior

mid-scalp area in men.

THE NUMBERS

The fact is, for most men, PROPECIA works. The results of 2 years of testing speak for themselves ’
« 5 out of 6 men kept the amount of hair they had (vs. 28% with a sugar pill)

-2 out of 3 men grew back some of their lost hair (vs. 7% with a sugar pill)

Most men reported an increase in the amount of hair, a decrease in hair loss, and .m:rQTT:rAf"

in appearance. And the vast majority of men on PROPECIA were rated as improved by doctors
(80% vs. 47% with a sugar pill).

*Based on vertex studies at 2 years of men 18 to 41 with mild to moderate hair loss
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THE MOST COMMON SIDE EFFECTS

Clinical tests showed PROPECIA was very well tolerated Only a very small number of men had
some sexual side effects, with each occurring in less than 2% of men. They induded less desire
for sex, difficulty in acheving an erection, and a decrease in the amount of semen. When the men
who had these side effects stopped taking PROPECIA, the side effects went away

©2000 Merck & Co, Inc. All rights reserved. 004871 (1)(B03)-PRP-CON

€3 MERCK

my choice:

s

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION YOU SHOULD KNOW
PROPECIA is for men only. !

20

WHEN YOU COULD SEE RESULTS

ke PROPE

4 1-888-637-2548 www propecia com, wde
\ 30 the best thing 1o do s Lalk to your decier

Know
are hikec Lok |

)
Please read X !




- e i~ o el e e~ i i O

. T e Y =
4 "
AR S
Tk
re |
&
i ' .
[+
e
‘ Patient Information about PROPECIA®
t .'. _mwhumdwmmmmmmmmmdmumwmmm
Y Pro pee sha i
‘ ! Genenc name fnastende (fin-AS-tur-eyed) S Anyens sergic s sy of the ingradionts.
| (Finastende) Tablets e DR
1 8 Womes whe are or may potentially be pregnant
- must not use PROPECIA
7 PROPECA "~ u e wse by MEEN DMLY —“‘“uﬂ-hﬁ-“‘m
n—-wn--n-mu-—-u-‘“ﬂam-nmwm-m{umwm ¥ & womas who is pregaant with s male baby ab rbs the active ingredi "W"""""!‘"’”""."‘"
v s v, W Ty Y Shanget S Pea mater bues net Whs T P of (HERS DAlLATEY e hﬁ.i-_—dﬁd--hw:nm'l'ﬂlﬂﬂwm‘mﬂﬁ
s W i W Sous PRSI iy Wit Saking i maficaion s o regufr CRAcIgS active ingrodient in PROPECIA, & doctor should be coasulted. PROPECIA tablets are coated and will prevent contact with
. — (¥4 & " T e L e s ! o 5 i
nf_rq,‘..l-.-‘thoﬂ-!vﬂwmduo.at\r‘i..wrf--v'g.a-i.‘umaﬁkwvu 7 st T = i e S =f¥§m~"“‘ " : = SsssssssssssessRsRREREERES
. rawe muwmrwym.PROPECMmay:auseséeeﬂects.lnchmcalsmdses,s!deeffects_trnm?RlJPE 1A were A P R R . .
’ b """".-""'”M-'“Mh-’__j"wr e SN _— uncommon and did not sffect most men. A small number of men experienced certain sexual side effects. These men
: Mn Rt e Oy B e T b e reported one or more of the following: less desire for sex; difficulty in achieving an erection; and, a decrease in the amount
) | 3 3 o - P : - o = Enchol side effects occurred in less than 2% of men. These side effects went away in men who stopped
§ '» Mhan jurtir i Vel mad @ 4 (omRge (rdiflcr o et et eagwr w8 Tiwrewg Of e has o0 The 08 Ofen hes resuits 1kong PROPECIA siso disappeared in most men whao continued Lakjng PROPECIA.
. i @ reing haseione sl Daiieg oo B 10 of B tead These Changes pcaly begn graduslly n men in thew s .y . - : -
{ 5 " fow— 15 Doctors refer 1o thes type of In general use, the following have been reported infrequently: allergic reactions including rash,
H Douus hikous e s bt bous 6 e 19 vty S i dopaniont on hormanal sfiects. Dactors reter B tching, hives and swelling of the lips and face; problems with ejaculation; breast tenderness and enlargement; and
T wma el gl ERGWS @ X siorpein
Bearin o et babees 4 s £ % Tell your doctor promptly about these or any other unusual side effects.
By s Sastied ene VD e oped 18 tn 4] it mid 1 mOder 208 SMOUNLS Of ONGOnNg har 0SS lmmu-MnHuduﬂcallodPSA[Pmmu-SpeciﬁcAnﬁ?an]fwlhsscmniuufpm cancer. if
PROPECIA o prac ot (g il (Ortserweg no med< aON] WEd® Grven § mediC sled Shampoo you have a PSA test done, you should tell your doctor that you are taking PROPECIA.
Samges OF Bass mae spgr cavmatedy | 100 we hae 1053 8t the 100 of The Nead were studied for - S s 2
‘. Ve B0 perer o e etk PROPECIA sertsned or moressed the number of visable scaip haws “M o
y el ol Ingrovnnant i S Sar o S sl yes. Wi The sfiect mantaned in The second year. Hawr counts in men Keep PROPECIA in the original container and keep the container closed. Store itin a dry place at room temperature.
¢ wrt wt ke PROPUOA cortirmend o S0 bte PROPECIA tablets are coated and will prevent contact with the active ingredient during normal handling,
£ s $aly ety mar e Gupired o T g e of body hae PROPECLA 6 not sppesr 10 sfect haw 1 places other than provided that the tablets are not broken or crushed.
f P = Do not give your PROPECIA tablets to anyone else. It has been prescribed only for you. Keep PROPECIA and all
! W PROPY (A et b o’ ¥ i medications out of the reach of children
3 ————— A DR TUST T R THIS LEAFLET PROVIDES A SUMMARY OF INFORMATION ABOUT PROPECIA. IF AFTER READING THIS LEAFLET {
o8 ' e 0 T S . YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR ARE NOT SURE ABOUT ANYTHING, ASK YOUR DOCTOR.
oo FY A et @ Biowirsg of P K Surwng two years of use Although results will vary, generally you will not
r pdg s g om L ol of T Raer ya, B o3t There o not sufhcsent evidence that PROPECIA works in the treatment 1-800-830-7375, Monday through Friday, 830 AM. TO 7:00 PM. (ET).
M + o ¢ Ty LG @ o bot™ sufed of he head
v W3 o () ety over tema O gverage. heslthy haw grows only about half an nch each month

Tharafore 0 owil Teda im0 see by #eC

rary el sin PROPLCLA Gaity bov

PFROFL A (on ovdy mert Over T o

e ¢ e we talung & M the drug has not worked for you in tweive months, ®
et g % ¢ | ¢ PROPECIA, you will likely lose the hair you have gained
1 ! ptiggersg Y et | e 3< w3y they with your doctor
“Registered trademark of MERCK & CO.. Inc

Towm sbanid | b PROPICIAY *"Registered trademark of MERCK & CO,, Inc

Local Boys Do Good )

The Rise of Superfags LE

e . . . et
]
-
1
'

Registered trademark of NSon nson
b o docrs . CoPmHT SNERXAC. o 181 (FlﬂaSteﬂdE) Tablets Pistol Pete and Popgun Paul
- - y tads PROPYCIA wies et bood .
! v to et o w » _ yy MARGAR : !
: iyen orpatin tuks PRSPUEIA, Sonil ko s bl St Justtuin the act ettt Rl 0 m&co" INC., Whitehouse Station, NJ 08889, USA by MARGARFET COBLE
BEFVOA meil 2 meord fastey o befer f you take € more than once 8 day 9080803 New Orleans troubadouns Pistol Pet« LrThan \

0D48T1(1 K803)-PRP-CON

and Popgun Paul (Cowgll) have bews T
thetr hearts out together for Six veans fos. fuwe fug
L] thetr unique cabaret-cum - vaudille sta ¥ %
‘ DON T ASK DRI LAURA as their musical, vodal and sorsoa niting -5 4
..: cE LEIT) labeled “the gay !\""." B then
.i ASK DRI EDWINA == Boys,” the country-bliss duo with &
jueer punk/glam rock atit e N
. E vith a surprisingly wikie atcdende
" Fun” - The Advocate With three recordings and last sun
:; “Cool Site” - Yahoo and-half-month Crossscountry SoUr Fe ¥ uew
belts—not to mention  counties pight~ charn

“Best online matchmaker”

crowds i New Orfgins’ competiliVe uGe? o
music scenc—all thetr hand work and Jerrrrrenatu
are starting to i'.“'rﬂ The resadt is thetr + P——
titled SON OF A GUN

A werk betore the feicae party for ™%
Sturman and Cowgill=who are f0t and v E
been bovinends, they want vou 10 kowow ) .
aurtvard of Fl Matador, the Decatus Bervwt harg
formerly known as The Mnt. rerriiescng. a=
this very bar brought them ¢ wprthef shoet v 217 B
met in 1993

Their musical bives had s Stuortysn peis R
tailed in and out of each other s for il e
a New Jersey -bywayol North Caroline trammpls
was a puni folk sanger songwTiter with s ™ 7. .
desree in English. Cowgil, the s of 8 Vies2 Vi
l)ﬁ"lh\wht.\! murusher, Wias 3 g '."u"“!'l ite
can who had r[-cm!fs‘m“-l‘.llmlm'.-"-r Rowagr

Both then-regularns at Checkposrt ~:a-m_:
Sunday night Open Milke, they oemenie thest fnen

- HX Magazine

¥

33

New Orleans appeafance in
|len DeGeneres returns to her

- Ay

some of the world’s most distin- Gay Fest in
guished ballet stars, recreating the et
ballets that were first presented
between 1909 and 1962 by Serge Diaghilev's Ballets
Russes and by its offshoot dance companies.
‘[‘henmprecedmtedcalaispandﬂnefmr-dayNew
Orleans International Ballet Conference. On the sched-
ule are ballet master classes conducted by top teachers,

i

3

922220,

4 NOT LISTINGS,
Chat | Personals | News | Travel | Entertainment | People BUT A REAL

Desperate Convictst,

4 | t ivi dancers, lectures, ship during a talent show competition across e flowwe
| | i ! Track a reunion of surviving Ballet Russe P . hoss e Bhed
1 Eﬂgﬁ?ﬁd ;grd panels, and an exhibition at the New Orleans at The Mint. The winner of each ey :ﬁn

[ and
Museum of Art. was chosen by miauuqﬁ-. .
ust be ; 45 : Also.on]mez,au-lainswillgoupsimulmmsly Cowgill remembers Sturman Mh;‘:- ;::‘u
fancy, there m e atl.ePditMm.SwﬂmRepa‘mryM,andh The Mint maﬁ‘hudkl'h:m-ohmﬂ - e
Le Petit has THE KISS OF THE SPIDER mtmd.SnmmrthW»

WOMAN, the Kander and Ebb musical about the rela- on.
cisd ke “‘I}'h took me years to ever make

3 Continoed on page o

T X
v

PlanetOut.com

W planetout.om | AOL Keyword: PlanetOut engage -+ enjoy

. that mch age
www.edwina.com

trademarks of Medapclis, inc.

> Continued on page 25

.

¥ -3
. T e




a
*
¥
4
»
-
s'0
- -

| VAQUEROS

MRS TAURANT

4938 PRYTANIA To find ¢ -. locate
NEW ORLEANS
LA 70115

504 #91-6441

e ke COI AL
o e

Gay and brazen gossip
on movietown. Zowee!

\f\’dt(‘h access
Television Channel 78

ALL MONTH!!
Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday
8:30 a.m. & 8:30 ~p'm. e

“"How else are we
&xpected to know?”_ .y

IMPACT NEWS  JUNE 2/2000

“Since 1946”

CAMELLIA

®

¢ Christino’s tantalizes

diners with imaginative,

The latest jewel to be added

to our City’s crown of culinary gems...

lighter dishes — rich in
flavor — creatively represent
the culinary influences for
which New Orleans is
famed. Breakfast. Lunch and

i Dinner, seven days.

1999 OMNI HOTE

MONDAY THROUGH SUNDAY:
Breakfast 6:30-10:30am, Lunch 11:00am-2:00pm, Dinner 5:30-10:00pm
Valet parking at Dinner * Reservations accepted

Chwistinoy
OMNI ¥ ROYAL CRESCENT HOTEL
228 Camp Street at Gravier, New Orleans, LA 70130

504/571-7500

www.omnihotels.com
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Eating Out

RESTAURANT
REVIEW

by THE FOOD CRITIC

A French lunch at Zoé Bistrot

Continuing the new-hotel-restaurant
trend, we donned minimal attire and max-
imum attitude and strutted down to ZOE
in the W Hotel on Poydras. The city’s been
all a-flutter over hotel where Rande Gerber
(AKA “Mr. Cindy Crawford”) has just
opened his WHISKEY BLUE BAR. The
lobby is decidedly whimsical, rather like
wandering through Alice’s Wonderland.
In theory, it’s an awful mishmash of differ-
ent colored furniture that looks like a chi-
ropractor’s delight, mushroom-like white
sculptures, weird greenery, lots of can-
dles—trés chic, but, hey, chic happens. One
nice touch was the bookcase with books
covered in different colored brown and
manila wrappers. It's oddly surreal and
very restful: Quiet books.

At first Zoe's color scheme seems a bit
jarring with aubergine walls and carpeting
and lime green chairs, but then you realize
it works. The tables’ silver plinths, bowls
filled with different colored fruit, and sil-
ver net napkin rings lend the room some
sparkle.

We were the first ones there and the
service was somewhat laconic. Our youth-
ful waiter had a decidedly world-weary
air about him, and the bartender, madly
keen on holding glasses up to the light and
polishing them, was strangely disinclined
to fill them with any liquid, so our initial
cocktails (Zoe champagne cocktail pour
moi and a Martini Normande for Michael)
took their time in coming. In proper
French fashion, drinking is taken seriously
here: aperitifs (including the odious Lillet
and Pastis), specialty cocktails, or the ter-
rific wine list, (heavy on French—naturelle-
mentf), whites set out under the headings
Citrique, Aromatique and Grande, and
reds under Finesse, Noir, Sauvage and
Grande.

The menu is divided into hors d’oeu-
vres, salads and sandwiches, entrees, sepa-
rate garnitures (veggies) and a bar featuring
oysters, calamari, poached lobster, assorted
fruits de mer, and ostera and beluga caviar
for those days when you've an extra $75 to
spend on an appetizer. All your favorite
French foodstuffs are here: escargots
bourgignonne, foie gras terrine, onion
soup, even brandade, which is a famous
fish dish (traditionally cod) pounded with
olive oil, garlic, milk and cream, and usual-
ly gamnished with black truffles.

I opted for a shrimp cocktail, which
came in a tall glass prepared like a ceviche,
with bite-sized shrimp, avocado and tiny
glivers of onion. The cocktail sauce (not
one of my favorite things) was deliciously
limey. Michael ordered the warm onion
tart, which was beautifully presented with
layers of phyllo covered with the sweetest
onion slices, sun-dried tomatoes and
olives. It was accompanied by an herbed
cheese tapenade. We then shared a country
frisee, with Roquefort, and a poached egg
topped with lardons (diced bits of bacon).

Very rich, so we were glad we shared it.

We had a hard job of choosing entrees.
There is a croque monsieur, a lobster club
(there’s even a lobster shepherd's pie),
steak tartare, mussels (with the ubiquitous
frites), quiche, pasta, even a burger. | opted
for the French Breast of Chicken, the fat lib-
erally rubbed with course salt (it's very
important to keep the skin on while you
cook it—sorry Weight Watchers!), the meat
tender and perfectly cooked. Although it
came with a soup of spinach and some
yummy potatoes, I had a side order of
sautéed spinach topped with a roasted
slice of lemon. Heavenly! Michael chose
shrimp crepes with tomato, mushroom
and a pommery sauce. He liked the sauce
but thought there was a bit of stinting on
the shrimp.

Then came the dessert! | was intrigued
by the French Poodle Meringue, which
was an absolutely adorable facsimile of a
Limoges box, the stand hard chocolate
shortbread covered with a terrine of dark
chocolate mousse, a layer of cream, topped
off with a pink meringue poodle, replete
with pom pom and bow! His creme brulée
(spiked with lemon verbena) was equally
as clever. What we took to be a wooden
spatula stuck in the topping turned out to
be a sugar-wafer spoon.

Prices are surprisingly reasonable (pro-
vided you stay away from the caviar).
Lunch: appetizers range from $7-$10;
entrees have nothing over $17 (for steak).
Dinner appetizers will run you from $6-
$14 (for steak tartare), entrees $16-342 (for
a side of beef for two—not bad). They have
a very civilized cheese plate with fruits
and nutmeats, and one special daily.
Drinks will swell the bill rather disconcert-
ingly though.

I had no idea going in what Zoe would
be like. But far from being tiresomely
trendy, as | feared, it’s fresh and fun. Allez!
Amusez! And leave your attitude at
home—you really won't need it.

866-9551

ZOE bistrot

W Hotel, 333 Poydras St.

(504) 525-9444 x2614, 7 days
Breakfast 6:30-10:30 a.m

Lunch 11-2 p.m, Dinner 6-11 p.m

Food: € €€ € ¢
Service: € € € €
Value: € € € € (
Scene: € € € € (

Food File

€ = stay at home and eat cereal

C ¢ =well, if you really must

C € € =Fine for all but the finnicky

C € € € =Worth the drive, 50 live a little

€ € € ¢ € =As good as you'll find
in this city

b

Voulez-vous diner

avec mol, ce soir?

La Cuisine Frangaise
Reservations Recommended
7918 ;\1.1|1|c Street
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& Yogurt Shoppe

A Healthy (hoe i the French Quarter
Sandwiches - Wraps
Gourmet Catfee & Tea and mare
Kot Plate Specuals

430 Barracks St.
52540330

WE DELIVER!
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[ Lear from yesterday |

earn from yesterday,
prepare for tomorrow,

LIVE TODAY!

'
JOHN '
KANE

JOHN KANE
AND ASSOCIATES

INSURANCE AND
INVESTMENT SERVICES
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Dr. Sexton's family is
posting a reward of

*30,000
to anyone provid ing
information leading

We are looking for
information about
the murder of

Dr. David Sexton

Or. David Sexton was a prominent
LSU Medical Center professor and
researcher who was stabbed to
death in his home on Hagan Avenue,
one block from Bayou St. John.

The murder took place on Friday

n or early Saturday morning Nov.
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REVIEWS

by GREG HERREN

Bad news for Savannah

When Gore Vidal Pub“i’hed “‘\1.\':-8
Breckinridge” back in the 1960s, the <i)New
York Times review of it opened with the line:
Has literary decency fallen so low?” Vidal,

ly, had the last laugh: The book is still
1t and was recently chosen as one of the
100 GLBT Novels of the 20th Century.

One has to wonder what that reviewer
would think of “Midnight in Savannah.”

The book’s title is an obvious reference to
John Berendt’s huge-selling “Midnight in the
Garden of Good and Evil,” also set in
Savannah. The cover itself is a parody of
Berendt’s book. The back cover even carries
the blurb: “This is the gay ‘Midnight in the
Garden of Good and Evil™! Funny, I thought
the original was gay enough. Gay writer, gay
characters, gay themes.

Another blurb proclaims Darwin Porter
as the “greatest American gay writer.”
Considering that the competition includes
Edmund White, Gore Vidal, Truman Capote,
Andrew Holleran, Michael Cunningham and
Mark Merlis, among countless others, that is
quite an incredible claim.

Unfortunately, the adage of judging books
by their covers comes to mind. It was with
enormous trepidation that [ opened the cover
and began to read. The book already
appeared to be a rip-off trying to cash in on
Berendt's success; the cover blurbs about its
greatness set off more alarms.

Justifiably so.

Trying to find something positive to say
about this book is like searching for a needle
in the proverbial haystack. What can you say
about a novel whose plot makes absolutely
no sense? The tml_\' purpose, it appears, of the
plot is to move the reader along from sex
scene to sex scene, which occur almost every
third page. The dialogue is staggeringly bad;
porn films are more realistic.

After the first few chapters, when the ini-
ial shock had worn off, [ started enjoying it
from a camp perspective. The book is so bad,
[ reasoned, it had to be written this way on
purpose as a joke. Hey, I love “Mommie
Dearest” and even own a video copy of

Showgirls.” Viewing it from this perspeéti\'e
enabled me to t'hnmu;:hij.‘ enjoy the next 100
pages or so. But after this novelty wore off, it
merely became tiresome and msh]h‘ng to my
intelligence : 4
: Lest anyone think that [ am a prude, easi-
ly offended by sex scenes, rest assured, [ am
not. I enjoy good erotic writing just as much
as the next person (if you want to read some
g_mq_ erotic writing, pick up anything by Pat
Sl o, e bl g
erotic i'r\tere\': in (t?hliz I:T;:;HIE Of- iab mlldly
gl e o K. The sex scenes are
[;orin;, ;‘i?:\lone ini)r‘ffr anOt’j'-‘-er. Mlﬂi'“ess.

o SV EL s that “sex sells,” but
come on, at least make it interesting,.

The characters are one dimensional and
It soon becomes obvious that all of the

f

I

Top

t

flat.

MIDNIGHT 1n
S A anih gl

DARWIN PORTER

characters are motivated solely by the next
available opportunity to have sex with one of
the many well-endowed characters who pop-
ulate Savannah. Maybe there’s something in
the water that enables the men to grow penis-
es in excess of 10 inches. It’s pretty sad when
you can begin to identify whether a character
is a villain or a hero by the size of his penis and
his physical appearance. The villains all, natu-
rally, have small penises and are old and /or
ugly. Their primary motivating force in the
trite villainy they commit s the attempt to turn
one of the beautiful, well-hung heroes into
their love slaves. And, of course, all of these
studs are bisexual, willing to please men or
women at the drop of their pants. The women
are so grateful for this largesse that they don't
mind sharing their men with other men.

And, apparently, no store in Savannah
sells condoms.

Don’t worry, though; Porter is an equal
opportunity offender. There is something in
here to offend almost everyone. Whether it's
his use of the “N word,” his depiction of
blacks as illiterate MOToNs, Women as sex-
hungry sluts, gay men as manipulative mon-
sters willing to have sex with anyone, or
male-to-female transgendered pefsons as
bitchy, conniving, back-stabbing monsters,
everyone can find something here with which
to take offense.

After putting this book down with a com-
bination sigh of relief and revulsion, the only
thing I could think was that I hope John
Berendt (or the city of Savannah) has a good
lawyer.

The rain forest is perishing for this?

Midnight in Savannah
by Darwin Porter

Georgia Literary Association, $22.95
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“Onote unquote”

compiled by REX WOCKNER

“She’'s Jerry Falwell’s prom date!”
—Actor Nathan Lane on anti-gay radio |
Dr. Laura Schlessinger, at the M

Washington Equality Rocks concert

“The Millennium March on Washington was
attended by 125,000 people, a dramatic plunge
in participation compared to the 1993 and 1987
national marches. The low turnout helped to
confirm criticisms aimed at the closed-door

organizing process of this event.”
—From a May 1 press release from the anti-MMOW Ad Ho

Committee For An Open Process

“This [quote above] should be from the ‘Ad Hoc Committee of
Snotty Process Control Queens."”

"When did George Michael become a hero in
the struggle for gay rights? Until he got arrest-
ed with his pants down in a public toilet,
George Michael was an insipid closet case,
occasionally taunted by that insipid out-of-the-
closet-case Boy George. But there he was, at
the Equality Rocks concert and the march,

blathering about gay rights.”
—@Gay journalist Dan Savage writing
in Seattle's The Stranger

Nothing is wrong with those who oppose Dr.
Laura’s views running a boycott campaign. It's '
the American way. If the Southern Baptists can do it against Dysney,
gays have every right to do it against Dr. Laura. What's downrlg.ht
dangerous about this particular campaign is its e:ffqrt to demonize
and suppress the speech of those who have a principled disagree-

nt with the gay-rights agenda. e
s e 9 —Rod Dreher, in a column in the New York Post

“There is neither heterosexual nor homosexual. Therg are peop!e
who are predominantly attracted to members of their own sex in

every age and every culture.” P
riRigght Rev Richard Harries, Bishop of Oxford, one of the most semolr s_u_sr
Anglicz

ops in the

n CF

“perhaps Dr. Laura did say that homosexuality is a ‘biplogical error.’
Isn’t it? All creatures have a drive to reproduce. That is the usua_al
course of nature. If the sex drive is divertgd_ from its natural object
onto something else, precluding the possibility of procreation, that
suggests an error. To a Darwinian even more than to a Bible believer,

ity must seem to be maladaptive.” e .
homosexuality _ syndicated columnist Mona Chare

“| see those [anti-gay] picketers and | think, you know, if | weren't ?j
loving, nonviolent, spiritual person, | would really go over there an
grab those signs and smash them over their heads and shove them

up their asses.” e b
—Actress Ellen DeGeneres at the Millennium March on Vvas

»As far as | know, all the Spice Girls are
straight; two are married or have beeh
married, with babies, and it's something
that we've often talked about because we
all are friends. Some members of the band
have had certain experiences or whatever
... But, you know, I'm not really one of

eople.”
thOSE_pSp‘:{eJ Girl Melanie C in Girlfriends, June 20

| SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR OVER 20 YEARS |

[MID-CITY]
333 N. Carroliton Avenue « (504) 896-1540
Monday - Saturday 8 a.m. — 7 p.m,
Sunday 9 a.m. — 3 p.m,

LATTER |

ESBLUM

“Leaving Behind a Trail of
Satisfied i’)ll\‘t‘r.\ & Sellers...

That’s My Best Advertising.”

Pat O'Rourke

948-3011 - Historic * 833-564 i
888-4585 - Metairie » N.O.Pat@worldnet.att.net

Don’t Just Make A Good Choice W
It's Possible To Make A Greal On
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Want to buy a house? selling a h«
odds against you? need help? ca
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GARY F. MARTIN
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[ ouisiana HRC Dinner2000 Committee

announces

“Once Upon A Time...”

An Elegant Evening of Celebration & Entertainment

Black Tie VIII on June 17, 2000
SAVE THE DATE!

Featuring Speeial Guest Ms. Rita Mae Brown
Celebrated author of The RubyFruit Jungle

For laahlgs of l_() or more, please call Gregory Curtis 504 524-5454 or Scott Beard 504 522-6615
Individual ticket purchases are available online @boxofficetickets.com or call 800-494-8497 .

Tickets $100. Only 200 tickets will be sold!
Crescent €

Drawing @ Louisia :
R 4 T na HRC Black Tie 2000

For Raffle Ticket Info, call Chuck LaCoste at 504 827-1200

—————
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THEATRE REVIEWS

On Stage

by JULIA HOUSTON

Trinity troupe triumphs

How good a time can
you have watching
people dance around
before it stops being
“serious art”?

May 13th, at the Mahalia Jackson
Theatre, the Trinity Dance Company did its
best to make its concert-minded audience
loosen up .and enjoy themselves. The band,
featuring Stone on drums, Christopher
Layer on pipes, and Mike Kirkpatrick on
guitar, exhorted the somewhat shy crowd
with hoots and hollers. The dancers waved
their arms and got everyone to clap along.
Young student dancers from local schools
jigged their way on and off the stage while
their friends up in the balcony cheered.

All of which might have been more
annoying than exhilarating, except that the
quality of the dancing was consistently
impressive and, at some points, inspired.
The company, almost all women, tapped
out seemingly impossible thythms in “jig
shoes,” then, up on point, ebbed and
flowed together in interweaving circles as
complex as a letter in the Book of Kells.
The company’s two male dancers were 2
strong counterpoint, performing with max-
imum energy and minimum flash.

The secret 4o this blend of first-rate arti-
sanship and foot-stomping fun may be that
Irish dance is at its best when the tempo,
style, and attitudes of the performance are
all upbeat. An Irish jig isn’t really about
drunken looniness, but about determina-

tion, the triumph of a willful culture
despite harsh times and harsh masters, and
a celebration of life and life’'s motion. A
good Irish step-dancer must at least appear
to be having a good time herself, or the
movements become robotic repetition.

Indeed, the only lull of the evening was
the program’s most “serious” piece, “The
Mollies,” which tells the story of Irish
immigrant exploitation and persecution
In this work, the women dressed as down-
trodden, angry men, stark images of Irish-
American poverty were projected on the
backdrop, and the music grew slow and
mournful. The piece, obviously intended to
show the range of Irish dance, was instead
a slow-moving bummer in the middle of
the party: strident instead of powerful,
long instead of involving. Fortunately, it
ended with the invocation of a contempo
rary Irish song, and the dancers (and audi-
ence) were allowed to return to their previ-
ous elation.

For the most part, the company stuck
with competitive numbers like “Just
Shannon” and “Celt Thunder,” which
helped start the w hole Irish dance craze in
America back in the 1980s. Instrumental
solos, including a sweet song and a truly
wild one-man drum number, rested the
audience’s ears and the dancers’ feet before
the company came back on to urge us to
cheer and clap once more

For more about what's coming
up on stages around the city,
turn to Roberts Batson’s
preview on page 15

1St expect it.

neworleans.citysearch.com

Get to the good stuff.

MUSIC
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by MINDY MILAM, BCSW

Partner’s death leaves void, grief

Dear .Mmdy.

My partner died last year, and I'm lost. |
don't have any motivation, I cry a lot, and |
don't know what to do. People tell me to get
on with my life, but | can’t. What's wrong
with me?

Very Sad

Dear Very Sad,

I'm sorry about your loss. From what
you describe, you are in a grieving
process, which applies to all kinds of
losses, not just those resulting from
death. Other losses include break ups,
loss of your job, and the loss of your
health. People have common reactions
during the grieving process, which [ will
review.

Shock: Even if you prepare yourself
for someone’s death, you will probably
feel shocked when it actually happens.

Disbelief: You may have trouble
accepting the reality of the loss and may
question if a mistake has been made.
This disbelief can be even stronger when
someone dies and you do not have an
opportunity to view their body after they
have died.

Sadness: You probably will feel sad
about your loss, including grieving
about everything that you will never
experience. You also may feel sad for the
deceased and what they will miss out on.
Many people are surprised at the depth
of their sadness. In early stages of griev-
ing, the sadness never seems to go away.
Nearly anything can serve as a trigger: a
song, someone wearing a shirt like one
your partner had, cologne, even a full
moon. When triggers occur, you might
cry unexpectedly and feel like you can't
stop. This is a normal part of the grieving
process.

Anger: You may feel angry at the
deceased, at yourself if you acted in
ways you regret, at systems or institu-
tions, health care workers, God, the uni-
verse, your friends whose lives haven't
been turned upside down and who you
feel don't really understand the depth of
your sadness, at other couples you see
together.

Fear and anxiety: You may feel
fear, which is related to somethiné spe-
cific, or anxiety, which is a state of
extreme apprehension that can’t be
directly related to any thing or event.
Physical symptoms of anxiety include
loss of appetite, digestive problems,
nightmares, poor concentration, poor
memory, trouble sleeping, and heart pal-
pitations. These symptoms might occur
occasionally or on a regular basis. You
might feel as if you are constantly wor-
r‘ied and can't settle down. All of these
feelings are normal. Something hap-
pened which was out of your control, so
you probably feel more powerless and

vulnerable. You may not understand the
strength of the reactions you are having
and may be afraid that you are going
crazy or that you will never return to
your “pre-loss” functioning.

Despair: Loss may lead you to ques-

tion the purpose and value of life and to

- wonder if the suffering is worth it. You

may face your own mortality and your
fears about your future. You may feel

ADVICE

Humans respond fo sadness by crying.
If you don't cry, your feelings will come
out in other ways, perhaps through
headaches or anxiety attacks.

tired and hopeless and wonder if and
how you will keep on living.
Confusion: After a significant loss,
you will be changed. Your way of being
in the world has been altered, and now
you must find a new way of being. When
someone important to us dies, we lose
part of how we define ourselves, so we
must find a new identity. Our priorities
might change, with less focus on money
and status and more focus on living con-
sciously and connecting with others.

Surviving grief

Identify and use your support sys-
tems. These could be friends, family, co-
workers, or your church community.
Call people to come be with you when
you need it. Allow yourself to have your
feelings—then release them. Humans
respond to sadness by crying. If you
don't let yourself cry, your feelings will
come out in other ways, perhaps
through headaches or anxiety attacks.

Keep a journal. Many people find it
helpful to keep a journal. Write about
anything, without worrying about
spelling or grammar, and use this as a
place to release your feelings. You can
write letters to the deceased to tell them
whatever you need to, or “to” friends
expressing how you feel about their sup-
port (but don’t mail it!); about the trig-
gers and how you felt/responded, and
so on. Later, your journal can provide
you with a map of how you healed from
your grief.

Try to maintain a balance between
being with other people and being alone.
Isolation is not good, but neither is being
so busy with others that you never have
time to be alone and have your feelings.

Take care of your physical needs. Eat
and sleep properly. Read about how to
deal with grief. If needed, consult a ther-
apist.

I'll end with a quote from the book
“Tuesdays with Morrie”: “Death ends a
life, but not a relationship.”
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ROW SHOWING

THEATRE CALENDAR Key

**** Don’'t miss it, *** Commendable, ** yes and no, * Uh-oh
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HOLD-OVER HITS
LATE NIGHT CATECHISM—Le Petit Theatre, 616 St. Peter St.,
522-2081. Open-end engagement. Now in its 10th hilarious

month, the Director’s Studio offers Amanda Hebert in this
hit one-woman show. Great fun. ****

pesssnen

THOROUGHLY MODERN MILLENNIUM—True Brew Theatre,
200 Julia St., 524-8440. Through June 18. This original revue

satirizes New Orleans personalities and institutions. Top-
notch entertainment. ****

sssnsssan

KURT WEILL, NEW ORLEANS STYLE—Le Chat Noir, 715 5t.
Charles Ave., 581-5812. Thursdays, June 8 and 22 only. An
original cabaret show by musician Harry Mayronne Jr. ***

sesssssnne

NEW ON STAGE

BALLET RUSSES GALA CELEBRATION—Orpheum Theatre, 129
University Place, 522-5555. June 2 only. This “once in a life-
time” performance is a part of The New Orleans
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THE CELESTIALS—Southern Repertory Theatre, 3rd Floor
Canal Place, 861-8163. June 2-18. The premiere of a comedy
about America’s legendary acting couple, Alfred Lunt and
Lynn Fontanne, is set in their summer home in Wisconsin
where they are hosting Helen Hayes and Noel Coward.

sssssssnne

THE DESPERATE HOURS—Ethiopian Theatre, 1724 Oretha
Castle Haley Blvd, 897-3229. June 9-25. The classic thriller of
stage and film is here revised to include an interracial cast.

ELLEN DEGENERES IN CONCERT—Saenger Theatre, 143 N.
Rampart St., 522-5555. June 13 only.

essssssssssness

KISS OF THE SPIDER WOMAN—Le Petit Theatre, 616 St.
Peter St., 522-2081. June 2-19. The Kander and Ebb musical
based on the film and the novel of the same name closes Le
Petit's season.

ssssssssnsnne

NATIVE TONGUES 3—Le Chat Noir, 715 St. Charles Ave., 581-
5812. June 2-July 9. Following his highly-successful first two
productions of New Orleans-themed monologues, Carl
Walker now offers a third edition.

RIVERDANCE—Saenger Theatre, 143 N. Rampart Street, 522-
5555. June 7-11.

ssssssssssssnenEs

STEEL MAGNOLIAS—Carlone's Dinner Theatre, 100 N.
Labarre Road, Metairie, 832-8070. June 9-July 16. An all-star
revival of Robert Harling’s play.

ssssssesas

has moved!

IMPACT News has a
new location at 3300
Canal St., Suite 120. The
new telephone numbers
are: (504) 821-9041, FAX
(504) 821-6872

Spring Concert

The Komenka Ethnic
Dance and Music
Ensemble presents its
Spring Concert 2000 on
Saturday, June 3 (3 & 8
p.m.), and Sunday, June 4
(3 p.m), in Loyola
University’s Roussel
Performance Hall (corner
of St. Charles Ave. &
Calhoun St.) For more
information call 529-4676

Live Jazz
Performance

The Harry Mayronne
Jr. Jazz Band returns to
the Treasure Chest Casino
on Monday, June 5. Shows
are at 8 and 10 p.m. Free |
admission |

Fund-raiser at ‘

Body & Soul \
The annual Buzzy's

Boys and Girls “Turn-A-Bout

VI” at Body and Soul, 2300 Chartres St., is Saturday, June

il
|
:
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Lifelong New Orleaniar
Denise Gaudin recalls it as
one D‘ c.h“\“_ ‘|un and fre

days in the Vieux Carre.* . ! - ‘
Her triend Chris Ga J - g : :

helped create the costume ; j
She was Doris Day fron ;

“Pillow Talk,” dressed in ar (

outfit from Thrift City
Carroliton Avenue. *“Chris
helped me hot-glue the
phone to my pillow as we
as get my hair just right,”
she says. “My boyfriend
Cameron, was away, back
home in Wisconsin, and
was out with fnenas | Kir
for someane to fill Rock H

Brian Rody from Chicago also recalls the moment: “It was n

first visit to New Orleans. | was with my boytrie

grew up in Louisiana. | didn™t know Denise, DUt wine e ra
into each other near Lafitte’s Blacksmith Shop she asked it we
could have our picture taken together because she 1aid
looked like Rock Hudson. It turned it that R) knew mar {
Denise’s friends and family, and vice versa. It was 30 much Tur
visiting—I truly love New Orieans and had one ( f the most
memorable times of my life The ending: Denise and
Cameron married and now live near Thrift City, and Briar
works in the hospitality industry in Chicago an ] Visits ouwr
city—and RJ—as often as possible

Diva by Diva

¢ th F e
D

10, at 8:30 p.m. You will be guaranteed a good tim« Men's Chorus has commissioned

when local drag celebrities take to the stage.

italian Fest and Bake Sale

P, . rtar T e - s B
UNO Performung Arts Cents e o a

p.m.and June 18 at 3

Join the MCC for an evening of great food at the ~ mation
annual Italian Festival Saturday, June 10. Tickets are $10

The festival will be at 1128 St. Roch. Call 945-5390

Awards for Pro Bono

Picnic in the Park
Lazfestisan a Amencan colebrat oid 1 (e

Park in the French Quarter

isi { ds ceremon) 6 o.m. The day offers food, games, muss, & § et
AlDSLaw of Louisiana will host an awards CEremorty ¥ This i 3 way 10 thare wit
for the Pro Bono Publico Awards on June 14 at the  tion, and a dunk tank. 11 & & ¥ 15 V000 T
Princess Of Monaco Carnage House and CDUH‘,’Jh’i. 912 ndwduats, 13 « andg f,.‘ -... $98 ooy .'. -
. + ¢ zarus througt it Ine yeu A PO
Royal St. The evening will be rounded out with ente a .y.‘. eninad food. soft drinks and best

tainment and a silent auction. Call 568-1631

! o African
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I’ll help you buy, sell or rent
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CUBAN REST ANI
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321 Mapazane Street * 547
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New Orleans’ very own

ELLEN
DEGENERES

comes home on
her 2000 Concert Tour

Concert Ticket Give-Away
Pre-Party UPSTAIRS
at the Parade!

Enter the ‘ELLEN & ANNE'
look-a-like contest at
midnight.
1st prize- 2 front row passes
to the concerton
Tuesday, June 13, at the
Saenger Theater

OTHER TICKETS AND
PRIZES ALL NIGHT LONG!

Dis Wayne Mancuso
and Tedd Elison

the,
Bourbon, @
Pul; 75_,::)}

GiiD . 9@1%@6
Parade

G ry amo'cLoTn na

news

801Bourhon - 504-529-2107
www.hourbonpub.com

Come celebrate at ew Orleans’ Premier Dance Club!

New Orleans’ HOP Clinic in trouble

> Continued from page 1

lar for every two federal Ryan White Title II
dollars. The state will receive $15 million this
vear, but only $25 million is earmarked to
match it, meaning another $5 million is peed-
ed. Otherwise, Ryan White funds for future
years could be ;&\‘pdrd ized, Twilbeck said.

" Twilbeck said he has had difficulty getting
state and hospital officials to provide informa-
tion about what changes can be expected—
perhaps because no changes are finalized.
However, offidals have said HOP dlinic is in
danger of closure or downsizing.

“The impact of the closure of the
HIV/AIDS outpatient clinic in New Orleans
could be devastating,” Twilbeck said.

Twilbeck said he is most troubled that the
proposed cuts will have the greatest affect on
indigents who already have few places to
which to turn.

“We're living in a time when we're sup-
posed to have economic prosperity, and when
people can’t get health care, that’s pretty bad,”
he said.

There already are repercussions from the
budget problems.

The HOP clinic began cutting costs several
weeks ago. New policies, which were put into
effect without waming, require patients to
prove poverty to be eligible for treatment and
medications from the hospital’s pharmacy.
Medications for some side effects of HIV med-
ications—like nausea, high blood pressure and
pain—are more difficult for patients to get.

Countless privately insured patients can no
longer fill prescriptions at the clinic and could
face financial disaster. Many policies require
patients to fully pay for their prescriptions,
which often can exceed $1,500 a month, before
being reimbursed according to the policy’s
limits.

The results could be life-threatening should
a patient be denied certain drugs or encounter
delays due to budget cutbacks and new paper-
work requirements, Twilbeck said.

“We're talking about people’s lives here,
not dollars and cents,” a frustrated Twilbeck
said. “What's happening is absolutely unbe-
lievable—and scary.”

Community social services providers in
New Orleans held a rally May 31 to protest
proposed budget cuts to the Medical Center of
New Orleans and other metropolitan medical
facilities. Twilbeck said providers hoped a
public demonstration will entice legislators to
take health-care services out of harm'’s way in
the budget battle.

b e o Batt
Major patient impact’

The Health Care Services Division of the
Louisiana State University Health Science
Center is some $34 million short of the state
funds needed for the fiscal year that starts July
1, said division spokesperson Don Buchanan.

The division runs the state’s nine charity
hospitals, including the Medical Center of
Louisiana at New Orleans, which provides the
bulk of the city’s HIV/AIDS services. The
charity hospital system provides $11 million in
HIV/AIDS care and immune system therapy
programs to thousands of patients without
nsurance, he said.

The $34 million loss could trigger a $328

million ripple-effect loss, LSU’s chief executive
officer told the Senate Finance Committee May
26. The cut would immediately mean a loss in
federal matching funds, increasing the $34 mil-
lion loss to $115.9 million.

Decisions have not been made as to how
cuts will be handled, but the system will strive
to make choices that will have the least nega-
tive impact on patient care, Buchanan said. He
added that hospital closures and other services
cuts may be inevitable.

Bigger problems

The loss of $30-million-plus, however, is
only the beginning of the story. Louisiana’s
budget has a number of problems that remain
to be worked out.

Overall, $347 million of the $6.19 billion in
state funds in the budget bill is unfunded or
“below the line.” Funds that are below the line
are budgeted but have no source of revenue to
support them.

Nine percent of the hospital system’s budg-
et is unfunded. That amounts to $67 million of
the $757 million remaining in its budget,
according to Jennifer Steele, a budget analyst
for the Louisiana House of Representatives.

But even that $757 million is less than the
system had at the beginning of the budget
process.

The charity hospital system began the leg-
islative process to produce a budget with $786
million. The governor cut hospital funding by
$45 million, eliminating 976 jobs in the system.
During the process, however, $16 million and
359 positions were restored, bringing the
budget to $757 million.

The Senate may be inclined to vote to
restore the $29 million difference between
where the hospital system’s budget began and

where it is now, Steele said, but that $29 million
will join the $67 million as unfunded—unless
specified taxes are raised.

If additional revenues are not generated,
the hospital might not get the unfunded
money even though it is in the budget, Steele
said.

Currently, only the House has acted on the
budget bill. Senate action is expected, then the
governor’s signature is required.

Steele said it is possible for the state to
begin its fiscal year on July 1 without a final-
ized budget.

“The bottom line, of course, is that
HIV/AIDS care is not explicitly in trouble.
However, it may be in jeopardy if hospital
funding is not restored and administrators
have to make tough choices about which serv-
ices to sustain and which to cut back to make
ends meet,” Steele said.

At press time, the budget bill was in the
Senate finance committee.

—Melinda Shelton contributed to this story

Louisiana Senate: (225) 342-2040
Senate Fax: (225) 342-0617

Louisiana House: (225) 342-6945
House Fax: (225) 342-8336

Bill tracking: www.legis.state.la.us
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Public Update Legislative Service:
1-800-256-3793
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Pistol Pete & Popgun Paul ==~

manner,” Sturman admits. “] sang in a
very tortured mar I learmed you ¢
be entertaining without sour

er

good
per se. | think we sort of started from
that.”

Cowgill, on the other hand, was all Mo
about harmony. “When | met Pete, he was and Ne !
wnting country songs,” Cowgill says. “So
it was really quite natural for me to layer v Yor :
my harmonies over top of his voice. Aswe  and San Francis
did that, his voice started to blossom and many others, was as
became prettier. So then we started writ We wen .

= ing songs for those harmonies well it went,” Sturma 3
Pistol Pete = In 1995, the pair took their first stabat  something that happe ;
and Popgun recording with the cassette THE RISE OF  playing a lot S r
Paul’s new SUPERFAG. ' lse | to take

The duo recorded live at the Mermaid  realize what you
Lounge on that July 4, and 200 copies were Also in this §
made to sell to their audiences, Cowgill period, when they weren't

e says. Crowd-pleasers like “Jesus Loves duo occasionally
an extensive The Little Faeries” and “Fun To Be Fem tional band
summer four. captured their essence, but overall, they changed our sound a
admit, the cassette was not a technical “Once we played wit
> Continued from page 15 masterpiece. our whole world
playing music,” Sturman laughs. Neither Time passed, and though the pair had to carry the rhythm. It gave
ended up winning the $1,000 grand prize  wanted to record a CD, they didn't really  flexibility as musicia
a few weeks later, but the experience even- know how to go about it. A friend finally That discovery led t
tually led to them joining forces in 1994 told them to just do it to get 12-14 songs  of “Son of a Gu
At first, the duo had no confidence in  into circulation, Sturman says help of bassist Sneaky Pets
their ability as musicians. Sturman’s act “So FINE RED WINE, our second Matt Swiler, vocalist My
was very comedic, full of cheap one-liners  album in 1998, was executed like that” ducer Mike W !
and go-for-the-gut comedy. His singing Cowgill continues, completing Sturman’s  instruments. Some
style was influenced by 1980s queercore. thoughts, executing the same synergy lads from the “Fing

“I didn't even ry to sing in a pleasant they display on stage. “We picked 14 have remained

An Asyped Wiy’ . :
. vt By Ay
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Contact Pistol Pete

and Popgun Paul

Sizzling summer stages

> Continued from page 15

tionship between two prisoners in a Latin
American jail, a political radical named
Valentin and a gay window dresser, Molina.
To escape the brutalities of prison life, Molina
spins fantasy tales about the Spider Woman,
an exotic film creation.

Jack Jackson portrays Valentin and
Russell Hodgkinson appears as Molina. Le
Petit tells us that Molina is “arguably”
Hodgkinson’s “most challenging role to
date” and that his performance “will surprise
and delight.” Hmmm.

Karen Hebert will be seen as the Spider
Woman, a role created on Broadway by Chita
Rivera. She also choreographs, and Derek
Franklin and Sonny Borey direct.

Both Southern Rep and Le Chat Noir
have world premieres on June 2; THE
CELESTIALS opens at Southern Rep. _lts
subtitte, ALFRED LUNT AND LYNN
FONTANNE—THEIR LOVE FOR EACH
OTHER AND THE STAGE, tells playwright
Robert Kornfeld's intent.

Or does it?

Will it accurately portray Lunt and
Fontanne's relationship? Although both were
oay, they no doubt loved each other greatly.
Add Noel Coward and Helen Hayes to this
merry little house party in the Wisconsin
couni’ryside, and we have a VERY interesting

set of possibilities. Let’s hope that “The
Celestials” won't be another chapter in the
long, sad conspiracy to obliterate our gay
heritage.

Closer to home is Director Carl Walker's
third edition of his “Native Tongues” series
at Le Chat Noir. Like the previous two,
NATIVE TONGUES 3 consists of mono
logues written by local writers. This one
offers contributions by Sheila Bosworth
Patty Friedman, Frank Gagnard, Kevin
Allman, Shelly Gillon, Eric Overmyer and
John Dufresne.

The second week in June brings
RIVERDANCE to the fmwn;.:cr Theatre
STEEL MAGNOLIAS to Carlone’s Dinner
Theatre, and THE DESPERATE HOURS to
The Ethiopean Theatre.

Three-time Big Easy Award-winner Koren
Hebert takes the title role in “Kiss of the
Spider Woman,” the season doser af Le
Petit Theatre du Vieux Carre. The Tony
award-winning musical opens June 2.

“Riverdance”—for anyone wh
been suffering television deprivatior o it =
the last few vears and has some ‘.1; “ l-‘--)-:.—,-
escaped it—is a high energy musical revii * tin ar e
of Irish songs and dances The show, whicl ' : oAy ‘ : :
focuses on the evolution of Irish dance " : a
its premiere in Dublin in It-"jr. ary 199 :\
and hasn’t stopped since The ik
engagement, however, w ill be for only one .: \4 =
week, June 7-11 s sl
“Steel Magnolias,” Robert Harling's play "¢ ‘ s s #The Dest
and film, is the now-familiar story of a group leﬁ .\- o

of women very much like the ones Harling
grew up with in Natchitoches, La

thriller by revising the

DEGENERES

LATE NIGHT CATECHISM
THOROUGHLY MODERN '

ORLEANS STYL

Critics’ fraternity grows
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248% \irura

Unprecedented advance
in immunology.
§.40 000,000 i research + 3000 clinical studies

3

Call Ocean
504-837-8058

Autos for Sale

89 Ford Acrostar XL Van, approx. 73000 miles,

suto, AC, AM/FM radio, $3700. 279-1710

SEIZED CARS » Spor, luxury & economy cars,
trucks, 4x4’s, wtility & more. For current listings,

call (BO0)311-5048, x 2841

Real Estate For Sale

HOMES FROM $5000

Foreclosed and repossessed. No or low down pay-
ment. Credit trouble OK. For current listings call
(BOD)311-5048, x 3993

LANE LACOY—

LATTER & BLUM, INC.
948-3011/957-5116

2412 Chartres - $199,000

Mint, 2-story classic brick twnhse in Marigny, front
balcony, rear deck/patio, Fr. drs, w firs, ex. interior
brick/beams, new kit., 2 bd., 2 CA/H, sec. sys.,
1,620 sq. ft.

1020 Esplanade Penthouse - $215,000

Ome of a kind, renovated, 2 levels, Fr. drs to private
terrace and balcony. 2 bd., 1.5 baths, w firs, new
CH/A, pool, secure off-street parking, 1296 sq.fi.

2641 Clover -$49,000

Gentilly cottage with off-street parking, huge yard,

- Winters
Title Agengy

Prompt, professional, |
€ourieaus real estate closings

Convenient Locations
in the Metro Area

Mid City 488-0091

~_ Uptown * Metairie/Kenner
~ Westbank * New Orieans East »

han + Mandeville/Sidell

LATTER éBLUM
BONNIE J. JONES

REALTOR* m@
GRD (=

Life member, Million Dollar Club
umhlmm
Office  (504) 866-2785
(S04) 864-1500 - o
l-qaoo}j-%zo-nso
eatel.net
TR3S Maple S, New Orleans, LA 70118

S erving the
community
with honesty and
imefrity, wit and
wisdom for over
seven years.

Stephanie Emmerling, GRI

REMBX

N.0. properties

Direct (504) 866-8573
Pager (504) 824-6337
email: Stephermax@aol.com

2 bd.. 1 ba, liv. rm, kit, needs TLC. Motivated
Seller!!!

1251 Esplanade Ave. - 1-bd apt., $550/month, ren-
ovated, CA/H, fireplace, fum. kit., stacked w/d in
apL

RENTALS ALWAYS AVAILABLE
Call Lane Lacoy

For Rent

Bywater

Spacious 2-story, 7-room flat w/yard, great floor
plan, 2 bed, 2 bath, W/D, stove, C/Air up, studio
space, no pets. 947-8580.

Light, sunny half-shotgun near Bayou St. John &
Whole Food. High ceilings with fans, double par-
lors, bright kitchen with frige, gas stove, dishwash-
er, washer/dryer, small fenced yards front and back.
Small pets OK. Ref., Dep. 943-0183

METAIRIE APT--2 bedroom, | bath double, alarm
system, W/D, covered parking, ceiling fans, water
paid, ncar Lafrenicre Park, $585/mo. - 887-8133
Charming, French Quarter studio/cottage, fully fur-
nished w/kitchenette, W/D, patio. By day, week,
month. (504)522-4803.

1125 Kerlerec St. One block from Quarter. Several
apts. avail., one for $75 week. Utl. paid, laundry

room, patio, above-ground pool. Call Doug at
(504)945-9941.

For Sale

233 Pentium desk top computer w/15" monitor ,
loaded with software, |1 - 1/2 years old - 251-9500

Entertainment Center, 5" long, 18" deep, holds TV,
stereo, etc. $150 - 943-4303

IMPACT Moving Sale

Office moving sale June 3, 10-2. Several desks, a

lighted layout table, full-sized refrigerator, steel
drafting table, misc. office chairs and file cabinets.
Cash and carry. Call Dale @ 944-6722 for details.

Roommates Wanted

Room for rent, Mid-City, 75.00 per week + 1/3
Utilities, 75.00 Sec. Dep. — call Les, 484-7956

Travel

The Abbett Inn—Atlanta’s newest gay-owned B&B—
is also Atlanta’s oldest, most authentic Victorian Inn.
www.abbettinn.com (404) 767-3708 for reservations.

Help Wanted

Are you connected?
Internet Users Wanted!

$350-$800 weekly. Call 1-800-785-7424.
www.eamdyou.com.

IMPACT NEWS seeks part-time reporter.
Energetic writer needed to cover news, features,
special reports. Experience required. Send clips and
resume to Melinda Shelton, editor, IMPACT News,
3300 Canal St., Suite 120, NOLA 70119.

Distributorships opening up in this area (BCLD).
Make two or three times your cost in thousands of
products. Gift items, toys, tools, jewelry and more.
Free info, no obligation. Please contact Davis &
Darby Ent., Inc. at (504) 525-8900 or visit us on-
line at http://www.giftworldnet.com/davis&darby

Public Service
Volunteers Needed

Belle Reve needs specific volunteers to help out.
Call Mae at 895-0408

Don’t ignore HIV/AIDS—Your input can make a
difference. We are the New Orleans Regional AIDS
Planning Council. Become part of the solution and
attend the Planning Council meeting on Tuesday,
June 12 at UNO from 5 - 7. Committee meetings
are held at 2601 Tulane, Suite 400. Service
Delivery June 13-5:30, Medical Policy June 14-
5:00, Quality Assurance June 15-11:00,
Nominating Bylaws June 20-3:00, Affected
Community June 22-5:30, Admin. Assessment June
23-12:00, Medical Policy June 28-5:00. or call 821-
7334 for more information.

JUDE THOMAS SMITH

Fax
840 Elysian Fields Ave.,

New Orleans, LA 70117

LATTER¢(SBLUM §{

mC/REALTORSO BEALIOR "

Historic District Office Office

email  jtsmith@latterblum.com
visit my web site: www.judesmith.com

(504) 948-3011
(504) 948-4044

LAUNDRY SHRTS

In before 9 a.m.,

Monday-Friday 7:30 a.m

Vick UP AND DELiVERY

S ’ﬁ@ Wa§ﬁ11\g W(.) L 2
. LaunDr

841 BOURRON §T
513-9966 or 5)5-3983 4

ready for 2 p.m.
In before 1 P-m., ready for 5:30 p-m.

-6 p.m. Saturday 7:30 a.m.-2 p.m.

PRY CLEANINZ

Yieria
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My Stars!

by CHARLENE LICHTENSTEIN

June 2-15

Life is full of surprises as Saturn and Jupiter conjunct. These two movers
and shakers can make our best efforts victorious or roadkill. Keep your
sunny-side up, compadre, and strike while the planets are hot: when
everything clicks, this type of magic doesn‘t come around too often.

ARIES (MARCH 21—APRIL 20) Rainbow Rambos may feel quite content
and self-satisfied with their current financial position, but the
Saturn/]Jupiter transit has a way of upending all best laid plans—for the
better! The planets pour on the opportunity. Are you ready to lick it up?

TAURUS (APRIL 21—MAY 21) Hunker in the shadows no more cousin;
Jupiter conjuncts Saturn, pumps up self-confidence, hands you a personal
victory or three and brings an adoring world to your door. Thank goodness
gay Bulls never let all this adulation go to their heads.

GEMINI (MAY 22—JUNE 21) Your closet blasts open and good thing, too!
Meet that perfect lover through volunteer work; physical connection is
sparked with a soulful connection. But if Saturn has any say, you'll be the
one in the stirrups and saddle. Giddyup!

CANCER (JUNE 22—JULY 23) Pink Crabs have trouble concentrating on
just one project, especially when pals fill your time with delightful diver-
sions. Don’t be surprised if you become overloaded with too much of a
good thing. Hmm. Can there be too much of a good thing??

LEO (JULY 24—AUGUST 23) If proud Lions have been feeling like a pair of
ragged paws toiling for little recognition and reward, worry no more. You
haven’t wasted your time and struggled for nothing all these months. Grab
the crown and show ‘em how royal you can be.

VIRGO (AUGUST 24—SEPTEMBER 23) Anything having to do with expan-
sive, exotic pursuits has a way of solidifying your basic philosophy of life.
Grab all the colors of the rainbow and broadcast your message farther than
you ever thought possible. As your agent, I'll take the usual 15%.

LIBRA (SEPTEMBER 24—OCTOBER 23) Queer Libras may have been feel-
ing repressed recently with stern Saturn casting a cold pall on your hottest
urges. Worry no more, sweets; Jupiter/Saturn conjunct has lovers knock-
ing down the door. Don't let Jealous Janes rain on your pride parade.

SCORPIO (OCTOBER 24—NOVEMBER 22) Scheme for revenge no more,
gay Scorp; the Saturn/Jupiter conjunction enables you and your partner to
see eye-to-eye. All it will take is open communication and a bit of patience.
So much has been swept under the rug that the rug is three feet off the
ground.

SAGITTARIUS (NOVEMBER 23—DECEMBER 22) Even the most menial
task will have a profitable payoff when Saturn meets Jupiter. And how
about a clear, sensible look at exercise and diet? Job gains are in the stars
now and vou’ll want to celebrate in those tight, designer peekaboos to a
select audience.

CAPRICORN (DECEMBER 23—JANUARY 20) Queer Caps should pursue
any creative, artistic enterprise with as mucho gusto as possible during the
Saium/]upiter conjunction. It revitalizes your outlook and may even lead
to a fine, new romance. Must be that nude ballet ...

AQUARIUS (JANUARY 21—FEBRUARY 19) Aqueerians feel like thtj sani-
tation workers of the zodiac as they haul ancestral garbage out of their
closets and dump it where it belongs. All your personal struggles have not
been in vain; prepare for a true sense of personal pride.

PISCES (FEBRUARY 20—MARCH 20) Your mind can go into overdrive
with a barrage of great ideas that you simply have to tell the world. .\hn\‘n
what you say and say what you mean. Also listen carefully and dls',ce:mir‘:);
ly; you're susceptible to crackpot ideas. Pat Buchanan should be avoidec

] ' : 1 t Purposes
(c) 2000 LICHTENSTEIN, All Rights Reserved. For Entertainment P .
OC)nly. Check out my web-site www.AccessNewAge.com/Stargayzer for astrologi-
cal greeting cards, articles, horoscopes and pride jewelry by Ponce.

It is the fight of your life
ll Be prepared.

Transfer Factor Plus-

I The immune revolution has begun.

Hear what M.D.'s
are saying
1-800-460-9813

Then, call for
free information
or to order at “
(504) 488-4977

1-Factors
Fi Plus
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Instant approval!

How often does that happen? Instant approval for qualified borrowers. -
Apply instantly, online at www.glbank.com or call 888-226-5429 and speak with one
of our friendly customer concierges who will gladly take your application by phone.
"Right away you'll save money with a low 6.9% Introductory APR until

save with a competitive

December 2000. After that you will continue to

14.9% fixed APR and NO ANNUAL FEE!
Member FDIC « Equal Hous

ng Lender » © 2000 G & L Internet Bank




